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THE WORK OF THE COURT OF APPEALS 

Table #1 shows the status of the calendar of the Court of Appeals of Maryland during the first three months 

(October, November and December) of the October Term 1956. One hundred ard eighty-two (182) appeals were docketed 

as of December 31, 19$6. This is an increase of 22 over the number of appeals on the docket at the same time a year 

ago. Dismissals prior to argument were running 5 behind the number reported (20) during the same period a year ago. 

By the close of the three month period the Court had disposed of 38 cases by opinion and 37 argued with opinions yet 

to be filed. 

This time a year ago, 23 applications for leave to appeal in Habeas Corpus cases had been docketed. As of 

December 31, 1956, 71 such cases had been filed, an increase of more than 20C$. 

Of the 182 appeals docketed during the period of this report, 8.2$ were from the First Appellate Judicial Circuit, 

28.6$ from the Second Appellate Judicial Circuit, 20.8^ from the Third Appellate Judicial Circuit, and 1*2,1$ from the 

Fourth Judicial Appellate Circuit (Baltimore City). 



APPEALS TO THE COURT OF APPEALS OF MARYLAND 

OCTOBER TERM 19^6 

(Period Ending December 31, 19£6) 

STATUS OF THE CALENDAR 

•a-Number of Appeals Docketed 
As of December 31, 1956 .»  182 

Disposition 
Dismissed prior to argtiment  15 
Argued or Submitted and Opinions Filed ......... 3? 
Advanced, disposed of and Reported in 1955   1   53 

Appeals Pending December 31j 1956      129 
Argued or Submitted but Opinions Not Filed 

as of December 31, 1956  37 

#Does not include Applications for leave to appeal 
in Habeas Corpus Cases. As of December 31, 1956, 
71 filed; 32 opinions filed; 39 pending. 

^OPINIONS FILED ' 

Majority Concurring Dissenting Total 

Brune, C. j. 
Collins, J. 
Henderson, J. 
Hammond, J. 
Prescott, J. 

**Henderson, Geo., J. 

2 
8 

11 
10 
2 

Ji 
37 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
_0 

0 

0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
1 

2 
8 

12 
11 
2 

_5 

ho 

*Does not include Habeas Corpus Opinion. 

•^Specially assigned. 

COURTS BELOW 

Allegany   3 
Anne Arundel   8 
Baltimore City ,.77 
Baltimore      25 
Calvert   1 
Carroll   2 
Cecil 1 
Charles   3 
Dorchester 2 
Garrett  2 

Harford   3 
Howard  5 
Montgomery  2k 
Prince George's   12 
Queen Anne' s   3 
Somerset  2 
Talbot   1 
Washington   2 
1"icomico  5 
Worcester  1 

TOTAL - 182 

OUTCOME OF APPEALS DECIDED 

Affirmed   
Reversed   
Reversed & Remanded   
Reversed & Dismissed  
Dismissed   
Judgment opened and entered for Plaintiff 
Reversed & Remanded - Hevr  Trial  
Remanded without affirmance or Reversal .. 

21 
3 
7 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 

TOTAL  -  37 

(Court of Appeals continued next page) Table IK 



APPEALS TO THE COURT OF APPEALS OF MARYLAND 
OCTOBER TERM 1956 

(Period Ending December 31, 1956) 

AVERAGE TIKE INTERVALS FOR DISPOSITION OF APPEALS DECIDED 

-3- 

Date Action Started Below 
to 

Date Final Judgment Below 

12.3 mos. 

Contract   5 

Constitutional Law  i 

Criminal  3 

Declaratory Judgment   1 

Domestic Relations  ii 

Equity Procedure   1 

Habeas Corpus  1 

Injunction   1 

Date Docketed in 
Court of Appeals 

to Decision 

6.2 mos 

TYPES OF CASES REVIEWED 

Date Argument or Submission 
to 

 Decision  

38.1 days 

Mandamus   

Negligence   

Specific Performance . . 

Taxation   

Wills & Administration . 

Workmen's Compensation . 

Zoning   

iuij-.L  uii io 

2 

2 

2 

37 

Table #1 



-u- 

9. 

•4 

THE 1.FORK OF THE TRIAL COURTS 

A.  CASES FILED, TERMINATED AW  PENDING 

This sub-division of the compilation has to do with the cases and appeals filed and terminated in all of the trial 

courts of the State during the months between September 1st and Noveiaber 30th, 1956, and the number remaining undisposed 

of at the end of that period. The data listed covers cases filed in the various trial courts since the Administrative Office 

began functioning on September 1, 1955, but does not include terminations of cases and appeals filed prior to that date. 

Consequently, while the First Annual Report showed no backlog (i.e. no cases pending on August 31, 1955), on the tables 

following there is shown for the first time a backlog of cases which has developed in each Court during the first statis- 

tical year of this office (September 1, 1955 - August 31, 1956). All of these cases were filed within the 12  month period. 

That the accumulation of undisposed of cases has continued to grow is reflected in the reports received from the 

Clerks of the County Circuit Courts and the Courts of Baltimore City, covering the first quarter of the cecond statistical 

year, from which these tables have been compiled. The exception is the First Judicial Circuit, where it is found that the 

number of cases pending November 30, 1956 has decreased. The figures disclose 10h.9^ of the cases filed have been termi- 

nated, thus biting into the backlog of August 31, 1956. In all other Judicial Circuits there has been reported an 

increase in the number of cases not terminated. It might be pointed out, however, that despite the increase Circu^. tvd.se 

in four Counties (Queen Anne's, Talbot, Carroll and Calvert) and in the Criminal Court for Baltimore City, more cases were 

terminated in the past three months than were filed during the same period. 



Baltimore City and the so-called metropolitan counties bordering it, and those adjacent to Washington, r< r »C. con- 

tinue to report large numbers of cases filed and terminated. With figures transposed from the larger tables some idea is 

obtained of the activity in those jurisdictions during the months of September, October and November, 1956. 

Filed    Terminated   Percent Terminated 

Baltimore County 
Anne Arundel County 
Montgomery County 
Prince George's County 
Baltimore City 

Law Courts 
Equity Courts 
Criminal Court 

It should be borne in mind that these tables reflect only on the activity of cases filed since September 1, 1955. 

That many of the cases comprising the backlog existing on that date are constantly being disposed of, is shown by the 

reports of trials held. 

The percentage distribution tables following speak for themselves. In later reports, after more data on this phrase 

of the reports has been accumulated, comparative studies can be made. 

922 hl6 1*5.1 
508 h38 86.2 
752 528 70.2 
962 838 87.1 

5181 3753 V.h 
20?7 1337 6ii.3 
liiO? 708 50.3 
1697 1708 100.6 



LA-    CRIIJ1KAL AMI; EQUITY CA-fES 
FILED,     T3E.:iHATED AID F'^CIKG 

IN THA FI'AT JIT'ICIAL CIACUIT 0? I 

"HCUIT 
-6- 

Ljjiil'i; 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEPTSIiBER I, 1?56 ^IlROUaH KO\F.:.:BEP 30, 1-56 

| PENDING Aug. 31 1956 
Cases  ;      i 
and   j     \ 
Apppaiwleases | Appeals 

FILED .:R.;IN; TAD 

Dorchester County 
Somerset County 
V.'iconico County 

orcester County 
TrTA AND  OF NO^A.'BF' 

TOTAL FIRST CIRCUIT 

Law 

Equity 
Criminal 

DORCHESTER COUNTY 

Law,, 
Equity 

• * ^ r. ~ „ 

and ' ' 
Appeals    Cases ' Appeals 

;.a"es 

h-vre'cl.s 

J?6J691^ 185 ShS i32 

312 287 25 188 

326    1   326 
238 -18. 
105 .22. 

.160. 

6 

123_ 

111 

JLn__L 

ii 

3^0 

J2_ 
_h ALII.. 
.j! „.283 

X_17C 

-LALH. 
i 

IR), 

JL J6. 

Criminal 
SL 
11 

a.. JSL o 
6 5 

_2Q_ 
33 

"58" 

4 — 11 i_ 
i        ^-5 _0 

53 

-_^ 22 __j_ _52 __i iiCL_4 

... ij_- _2.7__L_.11_ \ __._£... Ju 

ana 
j.rpealF: 

_ J?.._ 

. aser 

713  _i __ 

29h     i 

_J88...X'.' 
An      i 

Appeals 

106 

.-JU* -t 

=#=,- 
SCMBSET  COUNTY 177 

Law 
JfluitSL 

J2. 
62 

i   139 
11^. 

J8_ 
10 

0 

~_2£_. 
 M__.. 

in 

- J^ri mi naL J6_ 
. UTCQATCO nnuNiT 322- 

Law 
Equity 

_29_ 
112 

3u 2SL^M, 22._ 
....3a 
20 

2SZ- 
86 

-63L -121. 
13 

JiL 
Criminal 1L_ £L 

j^oacEsiER-CQiaiax. 
 Las  

-212_ 198 JZk 
-2-7- ^6. 

-Equity  
Criminal 

.&. J£^ 
no 

•7 / 
JL62- 

7L 
III 

-.<£.- 

-OA- 
T-i.4-. 

9>i 

1 Cn (rti > 

Ah 
lo 

22 

_J2£L Li... 
 2__ _A_ 

.__i£ U_ 
26     :' 

JL. 
o 

_ik2_ J.18_ 

^6_ 
11L 

73 56 35 21 

_ 69_, 
_.5i... 
100 

155 

...LS. 

QA 

_Lp..o..- 

J|2. 

..ML. 
1 j: 

37 

AA- 

irA 

;Cc 

-72-., 
22__ 

t, 
.. -. ji_ 

0 - 

0 

_31 
c 

r. 
.JZ.C_. 

Tahlt   *3 
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PBRCMTAGB DISTRIBUTION TABLE FOR GASES FILED 

lU THE FIRST  JUDICIAL CIRCUIT  OF Mi^YLMD 

FOR PERIOD COVERING  SEPTEMBER 1,   19% THROUGH KCY3.1BER 30,   19% 

FIRST CIRCUIT 
Dorchester County 
Semerset  County 
Wicomico County 
Worcester County 

:?°tal    ' ;• Total   j (Total   ' 
LAW-   FIRST CIRCUIT j Cases    j Percent •    EQUITY    -    FIRST CIRCUIT   , CaBes_^F^rcKit j^CRIMINAL -FIRST  CIRCUIT__  J Case s jFer cent 

 Kind of Case 

Motor Tort 

JZL 

26 

100.0 Kind of Case .IILA^IOO^O. .!Lind__of_Gase 82 100.0 

'; Divorce,  Nullity, 
ill. 7     I      Maintenance 

Other Tort 3.14.     i; Adopti on 

j     Confessed Judgment 72 

Other Contract 

Condemn at ion 

Habeas Corpus 

Other Law 

ls0.7     I- Foreclosure 

37 20.9 

._3_ 2JJ- 

Other 

5L 

13_ 

_27_ 

37 

^5vi„   L^Ji3^1*^" _  

7.5    i    Desertion & Kon-Support 

1^.6    .   Other Criminal 

2.8 

!   28 jij_ 

 4.-- 

n . .13.4 

0 '     0 

71 ;   86.6 

Table #3 



LAW, CRILIINAL AMD EQUITY CASE? 
FILED,  TERHIKATED Mv  FEHDING 

IN THE SECOND JUTICIAL CIRCUIT OF MARYLAND 

FOR PERIOD COVERIi-IG SLIBER 1, 1956 THROUGH NOVEMBER 30, 1956 

PENDING AUGUST: 31, 1956^; FILED TEffiJUIATED 

SECOND CIRCUIT d~ 
Caroline County 
Cecil County 
Kent County 
QuQen Anne^s 
TalEot  

PENLING E'JT ^F rr-VEUBERi 
Cases 
and 
Appeals 

"ases ;. cases 
j      ;|| and    j !; and    • 

Cases j Appeals ji| Appeals I Cases , Appeals ;l Appeals ' Cases ^pr 

'•  Cases : 

i and j 
eals j' Appeals s  Cases j 1 Appeals; 

Table i"5 



PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION TABLE FOR CAFES FILED 

IN THE SECOND JUTICIAL CIRCUIT OF MARYLAND 

SECOND CIRCUIT 
Caroline County 
Cecil County 
Kent County 
Queen Anne County 
Talbot County 

-?_ 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEPTEMBER 1, 1956 THROUGH NOVEMBER 30, 19% 

LAW - SECOND CIRCUIT 
Total 
Cases Percent EQUITY - SECOND CIRCUIT 

Total 
Cases Percent CRIMIML - SECONT CIRCUIT 

Total 

Cases 

j 

Percentj 

Kind of Case 21k 100.0 Kind of Case 1U5 100.0 Kind of Case 56 100.0 

Motor Tort 17 7.9 Adoption 2h 16.5 Bastardy 8 11.3 

Other Tort 8 3-7 
Divorce, Nullity, 

Maintenance 72 h9.7 Desertion & Non-Support h 7.1 

Confessed Judgments 95 hh.h Foreclosure 1U 9.6 i Other Criminal hh 78.6 

Other Contract 32 1U.9 Other Equity 35 
I! 

2U.2 

Condemnation 6 2.8 

Habeas Cornus i .6 1 

Other Law & 25.7 i  I 

Table #3 



LAW. CRIMINAL AMD EQUITY CASES 

FILED, TERMINATED AWT PEMDIHG 
IN THE THIRD AND FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUITS OF MARYL/iND 

THIRD CIRCUIT 
Baltimore County 
Harford County 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEPTEMBER 1, 1956 THROUGH HOVEEBER 30, 1956 

FOURTH CIRCUIT 
Allegany County 
Garrett County 
rashington County 

-10- 

," PENDING AUGUST 31,   19^57.  
leases    : v Cases 
I and ' ii: and 

FILED FERMI Ifc TED 
Cases        ; "      " :Cases     ; 
and I: and ; 

 , Appeals- Cases  j Appeals  | AppealsJ Hases   iAppeals; Appeals _CaLes_.f_ia3p„^^s_^p^als_LC 
TOTAL - THIRD CIRCUIT j      2526 j   22U7   i     279       |      llii3      ybss        /JA"> 561 515     •       h6        f.    3108 

PENDING END  OF NOVE55BER 

sec 
Vh3 

Law 

Equity 
Crimnal 

1209 i 1031 "175" 
1131 ! 1131 j 0 

" air 391 
ii=^T 

hSh 

BALTIMORE COUNTY 
Law 

186 85 101 

2207     191*6 ,    26l" 
1059 I    892  ;    167 

21Q_ 
~. JLT. 

/so J, 

187 

I1I6 

'226 
.7. 
0 

. . ._.       365     . 

Ih6l" [_ 12U2 "      ""•      ' 
1382i_JUM._ 

3U2 297 \6 123 
Equity 
Criminal _iJi^ 

H/iRFORD COUNTY 
Law 
Equityi 

977 :     977 
77 

319 301 

0 

18 

Tjoo ilOO 0 
i^= JL80 

T ""221" 
//f 
199 

 161 

iIi8L_l_32 Mm-: 
:  120    :       3     4__1278 4  1069. 

22.1. 

^iSo_ _13i! 11 99 
J^U-JlSii- 0 

Criminal 
-^=. 15 8 

TOTAL - FOURTH CIRCUIT 610 

Lav; -r 207 
Equity 
Criminal 

\ law  

303 
100 
253 

ii99 : 
IBT 

111_ 
•==%.— 

8)1 
38 

753 

5k. 

21 

6^9 

_2J_ \\6 

.161 

131 

_ o_ 
_29_ 
ir 

1216 
219 

.237k 4._ J39. 
209 

1216"!   0" 

303 0 236 
295"" 
23^ 

_ipjL_L 

0 t 

__65„ 

"251 
'3 89 

J5_ 
200 

_85_ 
"53 • 3"d2 

J18_ 82 

~r J_6 55 21 

Criminal 
GARRETT COIMT 

Law 

31 !__2 
'""8f 100 

ili- 
.uityL 

-CriminaL 
ii2_ 
^1_ 

Ji2_ 

32." 
p 
_i 

0 

105 TT05" 
~T9    •    32 

WASHINGTON COUNTY 
Law 

257"Y   212 
W 92 

_1Q  

2 

100 

20 

v_87 
"L'W 
_U_2Q_ 

27_ 

6 
•j7- 

13 
I 

"0 

.L__6 
i._|i'2 

__'229j_j_Tod 
29"6~I- ~ p£> 

_" 115" _ r 125 

60    J l4„ 
65 J _ 0 

10 

1— J— 

__0_ 
129 

81 
71 

30 _ 

31} 
3h 
71 
30 
25' 

JO 
_ 0 
~37 
'IT 

j^. 

J8_ 

"127 
"287 

Equity 118"!     118" 0 

Criminal jii_L jii. 
-f 

111 
117_ 

'111 

JJJ-.. _Si. 

11 

10_ 
" 0 

""5U" 

___JQ__. 
"'"30"1."" 

93 
"tb" 
128 

_16. 
_2l8_' 

"_80_ 

" 50 

_ i 
0 

~ 78 

J  89. I    130. 
39511 Zil? 26" 

.l8iLj._. 

..171..:. 
__37..i„ 

_687....i 
"2^6'"^ 
350   i 
71    ! 

'=26i"; .. .... 

"1611"'":" 
""12     ;" 
'115    """ 
'l9""T" 

29   j 
307   "; ' 
128    j 

""Tl!9   T" 

""36 1 

111..J _„-12 
17 3_ 
11 . 

0 

616 . 71 

"225 ii" 
350 0 
hi 30 
?32 33 
68" " 21 

161 " "0 
U       ! .   _,.s,..^_. 

103       ' 
"hi  
37 
_22   ! 
"281 1' 

12 
12 

113 
119 

" 19 

1      0 
: "    7"" 

"26': 

d 

11 

Fable f3 



PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION TABLE FOR CASES FILED 

IN THE THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF MARYLAND 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEPTEMBER 1, 1956 THROUGH NOVEMBER 30, 1956 

F-gRD CIRCUIT 

Baltinore County 
Harford County 

-11- 

LA¥ - THIRD CIRCUIT 

Kind of Case 

Motor Tort 

Other Tort 

Confessed Judgment 

Other Contract 

-GmidesffiatifiiL 

Habeas Cpreus 

Other Law 

Total 
Cases 

391 

112 

51* 

128 

11 

65 

Percent 

100.0 

28.7 

It.6 

13.8 

32.6 

-ifl. 

2.8 

16.7 

EQUITY - THIRD CIRCUIT 

Kind of Case 

Divorce, Nullity, 
Maintenance 

Adoption 

Foreclosure 

Other 

Total ; ;'. 
_Cases ; Percentji CRIMINAL - THIRD CIRCUIT 

. 11" 
U8U !  IOO.O i: Kind of Case 

188 

62 

38.81* 

77 

JLZ±8\ 

Total 
_Case_s 

1J^ 

i    Bastardy 12 

Perceit i 
 "    i 

_„8.9  ' 

-£&sfir±ifliLiL JtorizS up.p.or±. _ j JZ. 

Other Criminal         J      87 

2SL JZJM 4  

.27.1 

64.0. 

Table   #3 
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PERCENTAGE DISTEIBUTIOH TABLE FHR CASEr FILED 

IN THE FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF MARYLAND 

FOR PERIOD COViKINO SEPTEMBER 1, 19$6 THROUGH NOVEMBER 30, 19!?6 

FOURTH CIRCUIT 

Allegany County 
Garrett County 
Washington County 

•» 

LAW - FOURTH CIRCUIT 

Kind of Case 

Motor Tort 

Other Tort 

Confessed Judgment 

Other Contract 

Condemnation 

Habeas Corpus 

Other Law 

Total 
Cases 

295 

52 

U5 

87 

22 

72 

p ! Total i 
Percent |j EQUITT - FOURTH CIRCUIT j Cases j Percent 

!Total 
j CRIMINAL - FOURTH CIRCUIT:Cases I Percent, 

100.0 

17.6 j 

15.3 

29.5 

2. 

7.1 

J.l 

2U.5 

 Kind of Case 

Adoption 

Divorce, Nullity, 
Maintenance 

Foreclosure 

Other 

236 

27 

JM. 

-12_ 

100.0 

11. k 

^iiL 

Ssl. 

Kind of Case 4_118. 

_Ba3tardy 12 

{JLOP'P. 

10.2 

^eseriiQDJLJiQDr S upport. i _JL - .2.5-. 

_Q±h£r_Criffliiial, ._lJ.Q3_4~Bl*3 

U8   j     20.k 

Table #3 



U:J%   CRIUNAL AIJD EQUITY CACES 

FILi^D,     TEKJIIJATED A]^ PENDIKG 

IN THE FIFTH AW- SIXTH JTJI'ICIAL CIRCUITS  OF LIARYLANI 

FIFTH CIT SIXTH GIPC'TT -13- 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEFTEIIBER 1, 1956 THROUGH NOVEMBER 30. 1956 

Anne -^rundel County  Frederick County- 
Carroll County      LioRtgonery Countv 
Howard uounty 

SPENDING AUGUST 31, 1956 i; FILED TER2:INATED PENDING N07EHBER 
Gases 
and   j 
Appeals!, Cases 

"Cases 
and 

Cases 
and 

Appeals ,|, Appeals j Cases I Appeals^ Arpeals | Cases •; Appeals 

Cases 
and 
Appeals Cases Appeals! 

Table r3 



PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION TABLE FOP. CASES FILED 

IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF MARYLAND 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEFTEIIBSR 1, 19%  THROUGH NOVEMBER 30, 19g6 

FIFTH CTPCUIT 
Anne nrunde' County 
Carroll County 
Howard County 

-Hi- 

;* 

LAW - FIFTH CIRCUIT 

Kind of Case 

Motor Tort 

Other Tort 

Confessed Judgment 

Other Contract 

Condemnation 

 Habeas Corpus. 

Other Law 

Total j 
Cases ' Percent 

382 100.0 

•   Total i Total   •• 
EQUITY - FIFTH CIRCUIT     ;   Cases ! Percent:   CRIMINAL - FIFTH CI-CUTT   ''• r.x **l  [ Percei!b 

Kind of Case 

Uo 10.5 

JL2- ^0 

110 28.8 

131 

1.0 

20 lit 

Divorce,   Nullity, 
Maintenance 

Adoption 

Foreclosure 

3I4.3   :     Other 

58 15.2 

J^^co^yL 

123 17.$ 

JCL 

M. JLJVL 

60 23.2 

Kind of Case 1   110 100.0 

Bastardy 12 

11.6 1;    Desertion &. Non-Support   '      8 

Other Criminal 90 

10.9 

_.7.3 

81.8 

Table #3 



PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION TABLE FOR CASES FILED 

IN THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF MARYLAND 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEPTEMBER I, 1956 THROUGH NOVEMBER 30, 19% 

SIXTH CIRCUIT 

Frederick County- 
Montgomery County 

-15- 

LAW - SIXTH CIRCUiT 

Total 
Cases Percent EQUITY - SIXTH CIRCUIT 

Total 
Cases Percent ! CRIKINAL - SIXTH CIRCUIT 

Total 

Cases Percent 

Kind of Case 389 100.0 Kind of Case 385 100.0 |     Kind of Case llh 100.0 

Motor Tort 63 16.2 

Divorce, Nullity, 
Maintenance 208 51.1 

t 
i 

Bastardy 11 9.6 

Other Tort 21 5.U Adoption 13.8 
! 
j  Desertion & Non-SuDDort 0 0 

Confessed Judgment 101 26.0 Foreclosure 26 6.7 j  Other Criminal 103 90.ii 

Other Contract 118 30.3 Other 98 25.1i 

i            '• -  ———i 

l 

Condemnation 6 1.5 

p  

—Habeas Corpus 3 .8 .... 
i 

Other Law 77 19.8 ! i 

Table #3 



LAM,   CRIMINAL AND EQUITY CASES 

FILED,  TERMINATED AND FEMDIMS 
IN THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF MARYLAND 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEPTEMBER I, 1956 THROUGH NOVEMBER 30, 1956 

SEVENTH CIRCUIT -16- 

jPENDING AUGUST 31, 1956 

Cases 
and 
Appeals 

Calvert County 
Charles County 
Prince Georges County 
St. Marys County 

FILED TERMINATED PENDING END OF NOVEMBER 

Cases Appeals 

Cases  |     i      ;; Cases 
and    j     i      !; and 
Appeals | Cases j Appealsjl Appeals 

Cases 
and 

Cases ! Appeals;! Appeals Cases Appeals 

Table #3 



PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION TABLE FOR CASES FILED 

IN THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF MARYLAND 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEPTEMBER 1, 1956 THROUGH NOVEMBER 30, 1956 

-17- 
SEVENTH CIRCUIT 
Calvert County 
Charles County 
Prince George's County 
St. Mary's County 

LAW - SEVENTH CIRCUIT 
Kind of Case 

Motor Tort 

Total 
Cases Percent 

331 

65 

100.0 

19.6 

Total 
EQUITY - SEVENTH CIRCUIT ' Cases | Percent,; CRIMINAL - SEVENTH CIRCUIT 

Kind of Case 

Adoption 

U88 100.0 

56 i  11.5 

Kind of Case 

Bastardy 

Total ; 
Cases ; Percent 
185  loo.o 

28 15.2 

Other Tort 

Confessed Judgments 

20 6.0 
Divorce,  Nullity 

Maintenance 286    |     58.6 

78 23.6 Foreclosure .SB. _lliS_ 

Desertion & Non-Support 

j Other Criminal  

6    3-2 

J£L 81.6 

Other Contract 

Condemnation 

Habeas Corpus 

Other Law 

_£! 16.0 

1.8 

12 J^L 

Other Equity 88 18.0 

_2L 29. h 

Of the 286 Divorce, Nullity and Maintenance cases filed, 21*5 (85.7$) were filed in Prince George's County. 

Table #3 



LAW, CRIMINAL AND EQUITY CASES 

FILED,   TERMINATED    AHD PENDING 
IN TIE 

-18- 

EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

COURTS  OF BALTIMORE CITY 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEPTEMBER 1,   19g6  THROUGH NOVEMBER 30,   1956 

! PENDING AUGUST .31,   19561 
Cases     : jji Cases 

FILED 

and 
I Appeals Cases 

(TOTAL - LAW, CRIMINAL 
I AM) EQUITY COURTS OF 
BALTIMORE CITY 

!! and   i 
Appeals Ij! Appeals ! Cases 
—. •ii i 

., .lEEtalEAlEaL 
•; Cases  | 
•i and    !     i 

PENDING END OF NOVEMBER 

Cases   1     ! 
'. and    i     I 

Appeals ii Appeals. | Cases [Appeals II Appeals ;Cases Appeals: 

ITOTAL - CRIMINAL COURT 

* September Term (September 3, 1956 to November 5, 1956) 

Of the 253 Appeals to the lav/ courts, 161 were (a) People's Court, 
Baltimore City, excluding removals and 92 were (b) other appeals. 

Of the 291 appeals to Criminal Court 181 were  (a) traffic violations 
and 110 were (b) other appeals. 

DOMESTIC INFORMATIONS 

; CRIMINAL COURT 

j T5iLal^J]iled_during„peripd__- 286 

lOpen September 1, _1£5_6_ r_r. J80. 

jStets stricken out -_-_-_.-_ 16 
! Probation without verdict- 
1 stricken out ------- — 

j  Total- 682 

(Disposed of in court- - - - 378 

1 Open end of November- - - -_2Qk 

Table #3A 
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PERCEHTAGE DISTRIBUTION TABLE FOR CASES FILED 

IN THE COURTS OF BALTIMORE CITY 

SEPTEMBER 1, 1956 - HOVEMBER 30, 19& 

EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

4 

LAW COURTS 

I   SUPERIOR,   COMMON PLEAS, 
'     RAITTMOBE CITY RffllRT 

Kind of Case 

3tor Tort 

.    Other Tort 

_Habeas Corpus 

-fifcher Law 

Total 
Cases 

1821* 

-££. 
192 

2hL 

$xL 

at 
.ii 
201 

EQUITY <(• 

Percent 

100.0 

31.0 

10.5 

13.? 

2,9„...?.. 

^2. 

JA 
11.0 

CIRCUIT COURT 
CIRCUIT COURT No.  2 

Kind of Case 

Divorce, Nullity, Maintenance 

Adoption 

Total. 

Cases I Percent 

100.0 

CRIMim, 

CRIMINAL COURT OF 
BALTIMORE 

11*07 Kind of Case 

(Total   ; j 
:Cases   I Percent, 

j 11*06   j   100.0 

Foreclosure 

-Qiiier. 

•^September Term - (September 3,  1956 to November 5,  1956) 

6kLl  Jii^iL^BasterdjL 

JLL-I _£i2. -4-J^-§£rti on AJsLQar^apEQ.rt._ 

-1254^.-l6J..CL_|-i2thft^_£ximinal  

-Ji58 4-32^. 

.-!38...j...9j8..! 

-OtZ...; 11*2. ! 

; ! 

J.lll_j._79..0 j 

' i 

Table #3A 



B.  TRIALS HELD 
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The table following concerns a vital feature of any judicial record system, and, I might add, 

sometimes a controversial one. The time averages shown for the months of September, October and Novem- 

ber, 1956, must be approached and considered with some caution. The figures are derived from and based 

on monthly reports received from the Clerks of the Circuit Courts for the Counties and from the Clerks 

or the various Courts of Baltimore City. Also from the same source are compiled detailed charts of 

trials in each Court of the eight judicial circuits of the State.  After the first report went to press, 

there was some incllcation that, due to a lack of uniformity in reporting, not all of the trials held 

varoughout the State had been recorded on the forms forwarded to this office. For this reason, the tables 

showing the total number of trials held (both cases filed since September 1, 1955 and all those filed any 

time prior to that date) were not published in the Report.  Like action has been taken with respect to 

similar tables intended for this quarterly compilation of judicial statistics.  It follows that such un- 

reported cases, if any, might change the time lapse in some instances.  The table, it is to be remembered, 

reflects averages for only that comparative small number of cases tried during the three month period 

covered by the compilation. When so isolated and grouped, the cases can cause rather large fluctuation 

in the time lag in a given jurisdiction. 
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In Baltimore City the Central Assignment Commissioner is in complete charge of the assigning of 

cases for trial. Created by order of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City, this office came into being 

March 1, 1955, handling only cases from the law courts. More recently the assignment of Equity cases for 

trial has been placed in the Commissioner's hands. When setting up the new trial dockets, all law cases 

pending on the existing trial dockets of the Superior Court of Baltimore City, Baltimore City Court and 

the Court of Common Pleas were transposed. These cases and others filed prior to September 1, 1955, are 

the ones which, in the main, have been reported tried during the first statistical year (September 1, 1955 - 

August 31, 1956) of the Administrative Office. The time lag in Baltimore City, therefore, can be expected 

to be considerably lowered as the more recently filed cases come up for trial. This is reflected in a com- 

parison of the figures for the Eighth Judicial Circuit reported for the period from September 1, 1955 to 

August 31, 1956 and those included in Table 4 herein, showing a reduction in the time lag of jury and non- 

jury law cases approaching 25 per cent. 



JUDICIAL CIRCUITS 

First Circuit 

Second Circuit 

Third Circuit 

Fourth . Circuit 

Fifth Circuit 

Sixth Circuit 

Seventh Circuit 

Eighth Circuit * 

TIME AVERAGES 

(From Date Case Filed to Date of Trial) 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEPTEMBER 1, 1956 THROUGH NOVEMBER 30, 1956 

-22- 

LAW 

Jury & Non-Jury 

?.5 mos. 

6.1 mos. 

11.8 mos. 

3.8 mos. 

10.1 mos. 

8.5 mos. 

7.6 mos. 

12.8 mos. 

Jury 

7*5 mos. 

6.6 mos. 

10.3 mos. 

3*9 mos. 

15.0 mos. 

9.3 mos. 

8.6 mos. 

11.8 mos. 

EQUITY 

k.7 mos. 

2.9 mos. 

6.8 mos. 

2.5 mos. 

h.l mos. 

No trials 
reported 

2.7 mos. 

8.5 mos. 

CRIMINAL 

Jury & Non-Jury Jury 

2.1 mos. 1.7 mos. 

1.3 mos. 2li days 

1.0 mos. 
No jury trials 
reported 

Lit mos. 1.2 mos. 

3.1 mos. 3.9 mos. 

2.0 mos. l.C mos. 

2.7 mos. 3.h mos. 

29 days 1.8 mos. 

* Non-jury - 1^.5 mos. (Law) 
* Median average. Jury & Non-jury, 9»8 mos. (Law) 



C.  JUVENILE CAUSES 

JUVENILE CAUSES FILED, CONCLUDED ANT PENDING 
IK 

THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTIES 
AND 

THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALTIMORE CITY (JUVENILE DIVISION) 

-23- 

Pending 
August 31,   1956 

Petitions Filed 
September 1,   1956 to 

November 30,  1956 

Concluded                    |!                  Pending 
1      September 1,   1956 to       ij       November 30,   1956 

November 30,  1956     \\ 

Total 
Delin- 
quency 

Depend- 
ant 

& 
Negl'd Adult Total 

Delin- 
quency 

Depend-r 
ant 

& 
Negl'd Adult 

i 

Total 

; Depend- 
ant 

Delin-     & 
quency Negl'd 

j                      I 
!                           1 1 

j 
AdultjlTotal 

68     ^557  ' 

Delin- 
quency 

uepend- 
ant 

& 
Negl'd!Adult 

Baltimore City 573 372 160 ill 1158 JM. _. 333 76 j     117lt 778        328 3iL3 J  165. i49       j 
Anne Arundel County 26 23 1 j 2 97 r82 m 1 

1? 
..     91 81    !    15     !    1 26 21L_L_ 0    j_2_ J 

Baltimore County 21*2   , 152 "Zo" 30 U03 300 BU 283J 189         87 5 36ii 263       57    j hh 
Calvert County h 1 3 0 2 2 0 o 1           1 1           0 

...   2      ..   8"   .. 
o   !i  Jl ] 

Caroline County 3 1 2   !    0 20 [8     1     12 _, o r~ io' 

":           16 
ti         .1- 

_. o. 4_12_ _.-J?..l      6.   ip.  _, 
Carroll County h it 0   |    0 ,~~31 31 k      0     j 0 

ii 
....0  J..    1 . i_L   o   T o   n 

Cecil County 15 10 19 K- 13 "] L     2     1 

""*" 0 "" 
1- 

L 12     i       2     I 
1    16 ~I      0 

.    1   J    19          11  I      3 5 
3 
1 

Charles County 
Dorchester County 

12 8 
0 

•     2 
1 

13 ^ 12 n     ii      o             i. 
>i  ...   I;          7     i   .     ,     «• 

2 i 9       8 0 8    1      T o ii.  U.   ._.  1 
Frederick County 0 0 0 0 lii     lit 0 0 lii             0 o L  .o 0 0 

"'o~ 
1    0 

0 
 0 

Garrett County 1 1 0 0 2        0 u -P    , 2 l... ~ 2: 0             0 •' L   i 1 
Harford County 0 0 b 0 

0 
_..JiI4_ 13 „ 

17 :   13 
L__ 33 i     !      ^ i   io 33 

0 
1      i      3 J        3 1     o 

Howard County 0 0 0 o       k 17      13 it        !•:         0    j             0 !       0 0 
Kent County 9 2 

7 
2 i     27]   17 

^:""35i":.ii". 
9          1 

20    1    6 
l:.~.-32L-..lfl...J >_ 11    U 3    £    it   i        1  1      3     i    0 

i   19    |   o    ,   2i ;      5 ;   16   r   o Queen Anne's County 22 15 i _o  j ^ J6 L 11..... 
St. Mary's County 3 3 0 

i 

0 6 1      6 
i     7__ 

0          0 r 6. !6!0i0i:3i        3:0!0 
Somerset County 9 L ' 8""" o ii k U-P - 

!      1 
1L. _   18 I._11L 4-   -4.   L-0.i 2   !        .l„i..   _1     ' 0_. 

Talbot County 8 3 "       3  12    . 1     Hi!     8 5 !        19 10     |      7     !    2      '      3   !        1          111 
t ilt   1     5   i   o   ii  17 1    ii       5   i   i Wicomico County 5 2 3 o !     31 i    23    !      7     j    1 + 1L 

r       16 Worcester County 9 5 14 
r   0     j!      16 !   1U 2 •;    0 I  lit 2     •    0     H      9            5   •      h     •    0 

In the following counties Juvenile causes are handled at the trial magistrate level: Allegany, Frince George's, Montgomery and 
Washington. In Garrett County, the trial magistrate has concurrent jurisdiction with the Circuit Court. 
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THE WORK OF THE COURT OF APPEALS 

The tables in this section picture in some detail the calendar and the work of  ths Court of Appeals. Since the first 

quarterly report of the Administrative Office, ending December 31, 1956, sixty-one additional sppeals have been placed on the 

appellate court's docket, bringing the total for the October Term of Court 1956 to 2U3 cases. It will be noted, however, that 

the number of appeals pending March 31, 195? is but 108, compared with 129 at the end of the previous December, approximately 

55 percent of all appeals having been disposed of. The dispositions were accounted for by 109 cases which were argued or 

submitted and opinions filed, 25 dismissed prior to argument, and one case advanced and disposed of earlier. Of the 2Li3 

Appeals filed, 139 or 57.1 percent were from the Circuit Courts for the counties and the remainder from Baltimore City. 

Distribution of the appeals by appellate circuit follows: 

First Appellate Judicial Circuit 
Caroline      Somerset 
Cecil Talbot 
Dorchester     ¥/icomico 
Kent VJorcester 
Queen Anne 

Second Appellate Judicial Circuit 
Anne Arundel   Harford 
Baltimore      Prince George's 
Calvert       St. Mary»s 
Charles 

Number of 
Cases 

19 

Percent 

7.8 

7U 30.it 

Third Appellate Judicial Circuit 
Allegary       Howard 
Carroll        Montgomery 
Frederick      YJashington 
Garrett 

Fourth Appellate Judicial Circuit 
Baltimore City 

Number of 
Cases 

US 

Percent 

18.9 

10h h2.9 

Between December 31,  1956 and March 31, 1957, applications for leave to file appeals in Habeas Corpus cases 

increased from 71 to 82« Nevertheless the number pending as of the later date is but lit or 25 fewer than three months 

ago. Of the 10? appeals decided during the period of this report, 57.8 percent were affirmed, with a variety of orders 

being entered in the remainder. 
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APPEAXS TO THE COURT OF APPEALS OF MARYLAND 

OCTOBER TERM 1956 

(Period Ending March 31, 1957) 

STATUS OF THE CALENDAR 

^Number of Appeals Docketed as of 
December 31j 1956   

Number of Appeals Added   
Number of Appeals Docketed as of 
March 31, 1957   

182 
61 

2h3 

Disposition 
Dismissed prior to argument   25 
Argued or Submitted and Opinions 

Filed  109 
Advanced, disposed of and 

Reported in 1955 ....    1 

Appeals Pending March 31, 1957 . . . « 
Argued or Submitted but Opinions Not 

Filed as of March 31, 1957 . . . . 

135 

108 

39 

#Does not include Applications for leave to appeal in 
Habeas Corpus Casesj as of March 31, 1957, 82 filed; 
61 opinions filedj lh pending. The seven case dif- 
ference is due to consolidations or cases in which 
appeal was granted. 

COURTS BELOW 

Harford 

Howard 

Allegany  3 

Anne Arundel  10 

Baltimore City 10k     Montgomery . . . 

Baltimore   3^  Prince George's . 

Calvert   1 

Carroll  I4 

Cecil .  1 

Charles  l| 

. . h 

• « 5 

. . 27 

. . 19 

Queen Anne's  k 

St. Maryts  2 

Somerset 

Talbot . 

Dorchester 3  Washington   3 

Frederick 

Garrett . 

1 

3 

Wicomico 

Worcester 

TOTAL 

• • 5 

. . 2 

. . 2U3 

(Court of Appeals continued next page) 

Table ^1 
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APPEALS TO THE COURT OF APPEALS OF MARILAND 

OCTOBER TERM 1956 

(Period Ending March 31, 1957) 

*OPINIONS FILED 

Majority Concurring Dissenting Total 

Brune, C. J. 15 

Collins, J. 22 

Henderson, J. 2k 

Hammond, J« 2k 

Prescott, J. 17 

•**Heixlerson, Geo.,J» k 

*3frli0.chaelson, J. 1 

«*Niles, J* 1 

«*Macgill, J. _jL 

109 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

_0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

_0 

k 

% 

22 

27 

25 

17 

5 

i 

1 

1 

Ooes not include Habeas Corpus Opinions. 
**Specially assigned. 

OUTCCME OF APPEALS DECIDED 

Affirmed 52 

Reversed .-.IS 

Reversed & Remanded 16 

Reversed St Dismissed 1 

Dismissed •   .......... 3 

Judgment opened and entered for Plaintiff   1 

Reversed & Remanded - New Trial .......... 5 

Remanded mthout Affirmance or Reversal 2 

Judgment Affirmed, Order Dismissed   1 

Affirmed in Part, Reversed in Part - New Trial ... 1 

Affirmed in Part, Reversed in Part - Remanded ... 1 

TOTAL . . .109 

(Court of Appeals continued next page) 
Table #1 



APPEAIS TO THE COTRT OF APPEALS OF MARYLASD 
OCTOEER TERM 19$6 

(Period Ending March 31, 1957) 

-U- 

Date Action Started Below 
to 

Date Final Judgment Below 

12.5 nios 

AVERAGE TIME IHTERVALS FOR DISPOSinOH OF APPEALS DECIDED 

Date Docketed in 
Court of Appeals 

to Decision 

6.2 mos 

Date Argument or Submission 
to 

 Decision 

1.5 mos 

Administrative Lair ......... 1 

Attachment-Non-Resident 1 

Banking Laws 1 

Censorship • 1 

Condemnation  1 

Constitutional Law  • 1 

Contract • • . ,13 

Crifl&nal  13 

Declaratory Jodgment .   1 

Domestic Relations   5 

TYPES OF CASES REVIEWED 

Election Laws ............ 3 

Habeas Corpus   ....... 1 

Injunction •  8 

Insurance .   ........ 2 

Malicious Prosecution   2 

Mandamus  2 

Maritime Law  1 

Mortgage Foreclosure   1 

Negligence  17 

Procedure  . . . ^ 

Real Property-Adverse Possession. 1 

Receivership ,  1 

Specific Performance ...... h 

Taxation   7 

Trusts .......   1 

Wills and Administration  h 

Workmen's Compensation ..... 5 

Zoning .....   7 

Table #1 
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THE T/CRK OF THE BlIAL COURTS 

A. Cases Filed, Terminated and Pending 

The tables in this section record the number of cases and appeals, (law, equity and criminal) filed, terminated and pend- 

ing in the State of Maryland over the six month period covered by the report. Herein are recorded only those cases filed after 

this office began collecting data, September 1, 19&t  and no figures are given concerning those cases which were on the dockets of 

the several courts prior to that date. Consequently, those cases marked pending as of August 31, 1956, the same as appeared in the 

quarterly compilation of statistics, represent the ones filed but not disposed of during the first statistical year of this office 

(September 1, 19$$  - August 31, 1956). 

Table #3B, ishich consolidates the figures from all of the judicial circuits, points up the prevalence among the 3556 law 

cases filed in Baltimore City since September 1, 1956, of causes of action growing out of motor torts, they accounting for 30 per 

cent of the total. In the couniy courts, however, where 1^808 cases were instituted during the same period, such type of action 

comprised but 16 per cent of the civil law cases. On the Equity side of the courts, 7?09 cases were docketed in Maryland, of 

which one-half were bills of complaint in divorce or closely related actions, such as for annulments or for maintenance.  Scruti- 

nizing the county figures, it is seen that 6235 or 68 .h per cent of new cases and appeals (Law and Equity) were filed in the 

so-called metropolitan counties of Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Montgomery and Prince George's. These, plus the 7726 cases and 

appeals filed in Baltimore City, aocotmt for 82.9 per cent of the number filed in Maryland. 



LAI?,   CRIMINAL AMD EQUITY CASES 

FILED,     lERLUMTED AMD FEUDING 

IN THE FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF HARYLAHD 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEPTEMBER 1,   19g6 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28,   195? 

FIRST CIRCUIT 
Dorchester County- 
Somerset County 
TFicomico County 
Worcester County 

-6- 

PEI©ING AUG. 31,  1956    1 FILED TERMINATED                 ! 1JPEMDI1JGEHD..0F FEBRUARY 1 
Cases 
and 
Appp,al R 

i 

Casef? Appeals 

Cases 
and 
Appeals Cases Appeals 

Cases 
and 
Appeals Cases Appeals 

Cases 
and 
Appeals Cases Appeals 

TOTAL FIRST CIRCUIT 876 691 185 969 795 17U 880 . 6?6., . 20U 965 810 155 

TAW n2 ?fi7 25 396 376 20 3),8 337 11 360 326 3U 
Equity 326 326 0 313 313 0 ?• 230 0 li09 __iiQ2_ 0 

.      Cnim-inal 2^a 7a_ 160  260  106   . I5)i ..   ..3Q2._..... 109 -193.  ,.    156   .. ,_,  7£~ , .121... 

nOR.HHP'.S'l'h^  nnTINTT 10^ 99 6 161 105 56 129 . 88 LI 137 116 21 
T.aw 37 36 1 li5 hz 3 ha »i7 1 . 3i| 31 1_ 
Rnn-n +.-o- <7 ^7 0 55 55 0 31 31 0 81 Rl 0 
 fajiuriTial           11 .  6.. 5     61  8 J 53 5o ^10 )iO  22 .... u 18 

SdiERSET COUNTY 177 139 38 158 153 5 159 131 28 176 161 15 
Law 79 10 Qh 81 3 68 67 1 9$ 82 12 

o" Equity 62 62 0 52 52 0 51 51 0 63 63 
Criudnal 36 8 28 22 20 2 Uo __!3 27 18 15 ..        J.. 

mcaiino COUNTY 322 255 67 L13 328 85  3U6 271 75 389 _312 _2L 
T^w 99 86 -n T?n 139 

11*6 
... . 11 i?? 115 a_ 126  , _^110H  36 _. 

0 Equity iS llS 0 11*6 0 108 108 o 180 180 1 
Criminal 81 27 514 117 U3 7U 115 k8 67 fil—, 22 r~ 6i 

17(mCESTER COUMTY 272 198 7k 237 209 28 2U6 186 60 263 221 

L 3- .. .   Law 97 96 1 117 Ilk 3 109 _JM_ 1 105 102 
Equity 65 65 0 60 60 0 iiO...  JiD. 0 85 85 _Q„ 

!      CrindLn^t 110 __-il_ 73 60 35 25     _ 97 38 59 73 3!i 39 

Table #3 
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PERCEHTAGE DISIRIBUTION TABLE FOR CASES  FILED 

IN THE FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF MARYLAND 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEPTEMBER 1,   1956 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28,   19^7 

FIRST CIRCUIT 

Dorchester County- 
Somerset County 
Wicomico County 
Worcester County 

LAW 

Kind of Case 

Motor Tort 

—QflKULJEaEk. 

- Cnnfp,RS£dJudgffip.ntr 

Other Contract 

~-£sad§Hni$Asn_ 

Habeas Corpus 

Other Law 

Total 
Cases 

•126_ 

UU 

J^ 

90 

_2. 
68 

Percent 

100.0 

n.7 

JU2- 

hO.l 

23.9 

JU2- 

2.h 

18.1 

EQUITY 

Kind of Case 

Adoption 

Divorce, Nullity, 
.„      Maintenance 

Foreclosure 

Other 

Total ! 
-Hasas | Per_c£nt 

-311. 

23 

-M. 

-ua_ 
M. 

JLDQJSL 

7.U 

56.2 

21.1 

CRBIINAL 

-Kiod of Case 

Bastardy 

..Desertion & Non-Support 

-XJithpr r.riTm'.nal .  

Total 
-Casfis^iEercent 

11 

-9a  

JJiiL. 

Table #3 



LAW, CRIMINAL AND EQUITY CASES 
FILED,  lEKMINATED AND PENDING 

IN THE SECOMD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF MARILAND 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEPTEMBER 1, 1956 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 195? 

SECOND CIRCUIT   -8- 
Caroline County 
Cecil County 
Kent County 
Queen Anne's 
Talbot 

PENDING AUGUST 31, l?56, 1                     FILED                      i r ERMINATEI ) PENDING END  OF FEBRUARY 
Cases 
and 
Appeals Cases Appeals 

Cases 
and 
Appeals Cases Appeals 

Cases 
and 
Appeals Cases Appeals 

Cases 
and 
Appeals Cases ^vnripalR 

TOTAL SECOND CIRCUIT 601; 558 16 868 780 88 7hh 662 82 728 676 52 

Law- 21*9 21+0 iil6 h06 10 ^ 363 357 6 302 2fi9 13   
0 Equity 275 275 0 255 255 0 186 186 0 M. 1    31*1* 

Criminal 80 143 37 197 h 119 78      _ 195 119 f- L6._ 82 U3  , 39 
CAROLINE COUNTY 51* 52 2 111 96 ^ . ,101 .85  - 16 j 61* 63n 1 

Law 20 18 2 Ul ho 1 30 ^7 JL... .._ 22. ..   21 1 
Equity 32 32 0 li3 1x3 0 35 35 0 Uo 1*0 .0. .. 

0 Criminal 2 2_j 0 27 13 111 27 13 lh r   2 2 

nw.TT. nnrrwrv- 233 _215_ 18 
j— H 

303 279 2)| ??6 ?C)K ?! 310 ._e8sL.- 
127. 
•iMi 

21  
5 - 

  0  
1? 

Law- 92 89 3 166 158 8 122 126 2 136 
Equity 110 110 0 92 92 0 C;R <8 0 Tl'l 

 —ilrim-inaT _31_ 16. 15 Ji5  29 36 k$ 
156 

27 _ 

-__„150  
88 

19 30 18 

KENT COUNTY 120 117 3 18U 17U 10  6_.  
0 

1J|8 .-JJiT_. 
70 
 7— 

1 Law 63 62 1 96 __26 0 88 r      71 
Eauitv 52 0 U3 13 0 28 28 0 67 67 

 l*_ 
0 

ft. 

 JJL . 
1 
0 

Criminal _5 _     3 2 h$ __J5   . 10 1*0 J& _&   _ .    ..10 

QUEEN ANNE'S COUMT 93 '     83 10 127 106 21 118 100 18 102 89 
 Law JJ9 h8 1 L9 U8 1 60 59 1 38 !      37 

Equity 33 33 0 liO ho 0 33 33 0 ho )|0 
Criminal      11 ,., 2 9 ...   ,38   18,. „?0 25  ft L__17 2k 12 12 

TALBOT COUNTY lOii 91 13 Ili3 uJL£5 18 .... 113 LI-J£E__ 21, 
1 

10k 9& 10 
....... 1    ... Law 25 23 2 6k 611 0 511 53 f-    3$~  31*- 

.     £3-  Equity ii8 li8 0 37 37 0 32 32 0., , 53__ 

,      Brirolnnl  20 11 !      h2 2k 18 ?7 37 20 16 7 L.^— 
Table #3 



-9- 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION TABLE FOR CASES FILED 

IN THE SECOMD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF MARYLAND 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEPTEHBER 1, 1956 THROUGH fEBRUMY 28. 1957 

SECOND CIRCUIT 

Caroline County 
Cecil County 
Kent County 
Queen Anne County 
Talbot County 

LAW 

Kind of Case 

Motor Tort 

Other Try*. 

Confessed Judgments 

Other Contract 

—Cnnriam^ti nn 

_Other Law 

Total 
-Cases. 

li06 

28 

.11. 

180 

78 

jm. 

-82_ 

Percent 

100.0 

6.9 

3*2. 

I|l4.3 

19.2 

J2*5- 

2.0 

EQUITY 

Kind of Case 

Adoption 

Divorce, Nullity, 
 Maintenance 

Foreclosure 

Other Equity 

-isi. 
Total 
Cases 

M. 

221 

2L 

63 

•PercentJi 
100.0 

15.7 

Ji2^0_ 

10.6 

2U.7 

CRIMIMAI 

Bastardy 

Desertion & Non-Support 

Other CriTninal 

Total 
-Cases iPetcfijafc 

13 

102 

100.0 

10.9 

JJL 

M^L 

Table #3 



LAIT, CRIiUNAL AND EQUITY CASES 
FILED,  TERMINATED AMD PEHDING 

IN THE THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF MARYLAM) 
FOR PMICD COVERING SEPTEMBER I, 1956 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, I?£? 

THIRD CIRCUIT 

Baltimore County 
Harford County 

-10- 

PENDING Aug. 31. 1956 

i 
i 
1 
I 

FILED __JKBiaIMIElL-. £Emill.i!mil2;,..iEBEUAEL_^ ; 
Cases 
and 

^=_IL^»^M^^=^L==J=_=J1 Table #3 



PERCFHTAGE Pir-TRIBUTIOH TABLE FT. CASES FILED 

IN THE THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT   '-? M/RYLAND 

FOR PERIOD COVERIMG SEPTEUBER 1,   1?$6 HiROUGH FEBRUARY 28,   1?57 

THIRD CIRCUIT 

Balfcunore Cotmtv 
Harford County 

-11- 

LAW 
Total 
Cases Percent EQUITY 

Total 
Cases Percent 

!        CRIMINAL 
Total 
Cases Percent, 

.... 2h9  100.0 Kind of Case asA L_jmji..- Kind of Case en 3CC .( 
'    __ ...Kind., of .Caae-_ 

Motor Tort 237 27-7 Adoption 117 13.5 1 Bastardr 28 11.2 

Other Tort Itl ii.9 

Divorce, Nullity, 
Maintenance 355 ii0.7 

i 

i 
]_ Desertion &• Non-Sup-oort 

1 
| Other Criminal ._JL22- 

l?i7 

Confessed Judgment 133 15.5 Foreclosure 125 Ih.T 69.1 

Other Contract 273 31.9 Other 275 31.5 

s 

Condemnation 7 .8 
i ! 

Habeas Corpus 21 2.1L__ 1 

i                   1 ! 
j         1 

-Other Law Mi .16.8 
t i 

! 
| 
• 

Table #3 



PERCEI'.TAGE PIPTRIBUTTON TABLE FT. CASES FILED 

IN THE THIHD JUDICI/il CIRC Oil MARYLAND 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEPTEMBER 1,   19g6  THROUGH FEBRUARY 28,   195? 

THIRD CIRCUIT 

Baltimore County 
Harford County 

-11- 

LAW 

Kind of Case 

Motor Tort 

Other Tort 

Confessed Judgment 

Other Contract 

Condemnation 

Habeas Corpus 

Total 
Cases 

-fi£&. 

237 

JtL 

133 

273 

21 

Jlik- 

Percent 

-IQQ^.. 

27.7 

JleSL 

15.5 

31>9 

•8 

2.h 

EQUITY 

-Kirid_QfJlafiB_ 

AdoDtion 

Divorce,  Nullity, 
Maintenance 

Foreclosure 

Other 

Total 

87£ 

117 

JS5_ 

_125_ 

-£&. 

Zeraent 
3CC.C 

r 

13.5 

iiO,Z_ 

JLlu. 

31-.S 

•J^l 

CRIMINAL 

rKind_a£._Cas£-. 

Bastardy 

^.J2h9~ 

Desertion &  Hon-Sup 

Other Criminal  

Total 
_Caaes_ 

28 

_JL22. 

it._ 

-1QQ*0_.. 

11.2 

._69.1_ 

Table #3 



LAW, CRIMINAL AND EQUITY CASES 

FILED,  lERMINATED AND PENDING 

IN THE FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF MARYLAND 

FOR PERICD COVERING SEPTEMBER I, I9g6 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 195? 

FOURTH CIRCUIT 
Allegary County 
Garrett County- 
Washington County 

-12- 

TOTAL FOURTO CIRCUIT 

Lav;- 

Equity 

Criminal 

ALLEGANY COUNTY 

Law 

Equity 

Criminal 

GARRETT COUNTY 

Lag.. 

Equity 

Criminal 

JwsHDiBTOw coTmrr 
Law 

Bq^ity 

Criminal 

EPPING 
cases 
and 
Appeals 

610 

207 

JQ1 
100 

JS1 
76 

JJli. 
JL 

100 

J3- 
Ji2. 
^L 

J2SL 

^L 
118 

J&. 

AUGUST 

Cases 

k99 

181 

JQX 

1$ 

200 

55 
jia. 

87 

Jit. 
JiL 

JL 

212_ 
^L 
118 

31, 195611 

Appeals 

111 

26 

Jl 

JS1 
21 

JL 

13 

10 

Jbl 

0 

1*3 

Cases 
and 
Appeals 

^TT.FT) 

1U6U 

13Q_ 

hot 

329 

_SLL 
286 

J22- 
82 

235 

JJ2- 
Ji2_ 

JL 

682 

jol 

Iflli 

193 

1278 

.681 

M& 
190 

Ji2k 
260 

JJ2. 
JL 

JOSL 

-136_ 

Jl. 

575 

ifiL 
J8L 

ioh 

Cases 
and 

Cases    ippgals —Appeals. 

186 

U7 

JJ2. 

J£L 
26 

JL 
27 

26 

JL 

ii. 

J5L 
18 

89 

TTiBUTMaTffn PENDTMn T?.wn mr^RRTTAPy 

1262 

J51 

33k 

jn. 

Ji2Q_ 

111 
-15Q_ 

J^ 

JLS1 

176 

J16. 

ja_ 

619 

Jii. 
031 
230 

-Cases- 

J22. 

J3ii 

jysi 

it22_ 
217 

JL5Q- 

JS. 

JJL 

JL2£L 

_2i 

U86 

Jlli. 
JL3fi_. 

105 

Jippeala- 

218 

_2fi_ 

JL 

asD_ 

.68. 

18 

JL 

JDL 

JL2_ 

J3X 

125 

Cases 
and 

_App£3lfi. 

812 

JfiL 
J2k 
J6_. 

-__3IL_. 
22 

310 

127 

JL72_ 

Jl 

Hasas. 

733 

J3L 

272 

-28_ 

-172. 

 2L 

182 160 

-IQT *-jQa. 
J8_ 

JL 

320      ,   301 

JM.. 
.16L 

Appeals. 

79 

-111 

JL 

J8. 

22 

JL 

IS.•, 1 18 

136 

.12. 

12 

J,6it._ 

Table #3 



I 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION TABLE FOR CASES FILED 

IN THE FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF MARYLAND 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEPTEHBER 1, 19$6  THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, Igg? 

-13- 

FOIHTH CIRCUIT 
Allegaiy County 
Garrett County 
Washington County 

LAW 

Kind of Case 

Motor Tort 

Total 
Cases 

683 

138 

Percent i EQUITY 

100.0 Kind of Case 

20.2 Adoption 

Total 
Cases 

iiOg 

$0 

^accsntX CRIMINAL 

100.0 4 Kind of Case 

12.Ii  '1    Bastardy 

! Totali I 
i Cases : Percenti 

.j    190   i    100^0 

28 It. 7 

Other Tort 

_CQn£es sed Judpient 

Q-t^er Co^ract 

J2£rLd£ima±i£EL 

WahP.aR  qnrpys 

Other Law 

76 11.1 
Divorce, Nullity, 

Maintenance 

128 18.8 Foreclosure 

It 2.1 

251. 22.1 

1$8 

Other 

2.6 
23.1 

2# 63-0 li    Desertion & Non-Support 
T 

18 JAM Other Criminal 

82 20.2 

1 6 

2S9_l Sjj.j 

Table #3 



LAW,   CRIMINAL AMD EQUITY CASES 

FILED,     TBRMIMTEI) AM) PEI1DING 

IN THE  FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 07 MARYLAND 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEPTEMBER 1,  19g6 JEHOUGH FEBRUARY 28,   19$7 

FIFTH  CIRCUIT 
-Hi- 

Anne Arundel County 
Carroll County- 
Howard County 

Table #3 



"IS •* 

PERCEHTAGE DISTRIBUTION TABLE FOR CASES FILED 

IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF MifflYLMD 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEPTEMBER 1, 19$6  THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 1957 

FIFTH CIRCUIT 
Anne Arundel County 
Carroll County 
Howard County 

LAW 
Total 
Cases Percent EQUITY 

Total 
Cases Percent CRIMINAL 

Total 
Cases Percent 

^ind of Case 918 100.0 Kind of Case 508 100,0 Kind of Case 206 100,0 

 Mntnr Tort    ._  on 9.8 Adoption 6k 12.6 Bastardy 19 _.    9-2 

5-8 Other Tort h.e 
Divorce,  Nullity, 

Maintenance 2h8 L8.9 Desertion & Non-Sucoort 12 

Confessed Judgment 228 2U.9 Foreclosure 8U 16.5 Other Criminal 175 85.0 

Other Contract 257 28.0 Other 112 22.0 

Condemnation 151 I6.ii 

_ Hahfi»fi CwpiR 2fi 2-8 

Other Law r 12U 113.* 

Table #3 



LAI7, CRIMINAL AND EQUITY GASES 
FILED,  TERMINATED AMD PEMJIMG 

IN THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF MARYLAND 

FOR FERICD COVERING SEPTEMBER 1, 1956 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 1957 

-16- 

SIXTH CIRCUIT 
Frederick County 
Montgomery County 

, PENDING AU( 
Cases 
and 
Appeals 

TOTAL SIXTH CIRCUIT 

Law 

Equity 

Criminal 

31»_I216. 

1567 

5REDERICE COUNTY 

Law 

Equity 

-£ilainal„__ 

-iinNTGCWKRY COimTY 

Law 

Equity 

_,,    Criminal 

782 

611 

17U 

12^ 

105 

127 

Cases 

31*05 

729 

611 

65 

237 

102 

12? 

Appeals 

162 

53 

109 

JiL 

FILED jmiTltATfiD 
Cases     i 
and 
Appeals 

190U 

902 

698 

30U 

jj  Cases 
!  and 

Cases  jAppeals. 

Jim. 

862 

181. 

JiQ_ 

698 

163 

JLL 

J2BB_ 

_6IL 

liBU 

127 

jiida. 

627 

Wh 

0 

JM- J28. 

168 S    167 

11*5 I    Ih5 

J2_ 

120 

J3J_ 86 

liil 

Appeals i Cases j Appeals , 

HiSZ*   1286  I      211 

-EEMPTNTT EW) OF FF.BRTTARY- 
Cases 
aid 
Appeals 

JtL 

61*0 

561 

296 

JJ^ 

-3k52-|. 3J21 

5SL JJk ±_i2l 
I 

SL 

0    S       553 !    553 _       p j 

70      1        .172..1.I==^= 

J3k. 

J2- 

JLiiE. 

_605_ 

561 

120 

Jll. 

JJtQ. 

_m 
2.2S- 

JL19- 

-5^. 

JOZL -221 

J^sa. ii6i_ 

=82= 

UU2 

.lai. .M. 

=J52lt. 

_35. '' 

o 

176 

J&. 

_ioUli 

7U8 

Cases 

18142 

182 

-3ii8_ 

JJ1_ 

151- 

J53- 

JM. 

33- 

J5L 

_l£26 

-9-13- 

JM_i -0_il i2l 

-UJL 118_ 

_986_ 

718 

108 

32h- 

_12£. 

-155.. 

i2_ 

Appeals^ 

JJ.2__ 

?8 

_ o_ 

7h 

_.2_ 

22 

JLSIS. 

J5I , 

JS21 

JA. 

108 

.5.6.- 

_5a 
Table #3 
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PERCEMTAGE DISTRIHJnON TABLE FOR CASES FEED 

SIXTH CIRCUIT 
Frederick Covmty 
Montgomery County 

ra 

IN THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF MARYLAND 

28, 1957 I PERIOD COVERING SEPTEMBER 1,  1956 THROUGH FEBRUARY 

LAW 
Total 
Cases Percent 

! 
EQUITY 

Total 
Cases Percent CRIMINAL Total 

Kind of CMP 862 100.0 Kind of Case 698 100.0 Kind of Case 163 100.0 

Motor Tort 12U HwU 

• • ,——•  

Adoption ' 100 Hi. 3 Bastardy lii 8.6 

D+har   fni-h ft 6,6 
Divorce, Nullity, 

Maintenance 3Sh 50.8 Desertion & Non-Sutsnort 0 0 

Confessed Judgment 20ii 23-7 Foreclosure 58 8,3 Other Criminal lli9 91.Ix 

Other Contract 26U 30.6 Other 186 26.6 

^Condemnation 20 2.3 

.-Habeas Corpus 12 1.I1 

Other Law 181 21.0 

Table #3 



LATI,   CRIMINAL AM) SQUIIY CASES 

FILED,   TERiJINAIED AND    PSIDBIG 

IN THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF HflRYLAHD 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEPTSMER 1,  1956 TROUGH ^dHUAPT 28,   19g7 

SEVEJITH CIRCUIT -18- 

Calvert County 
Charles Counly 
Prince Georges County 
St. Marys County 

PEIiDING AUGUST 31,  1956 

Table #3 
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PERCEOTAGE DISTRIBUTIOH TABLE FCR CASES FILED 

IN THE SEVEMTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF MARYLAND 

FCE PERIOD COVERING SEPTEMBER 1, I9g6 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 195? 

SEVENTH CIRCUIT 

Calvert County 
Charles County 
Prince George's County 
St. Mary's County 

LAW 
Total 
Cases Percent EQUITY 

Total 
Cases 

! 
Percent j CRIMINAL 

Total 
Cases Percent 

Kind of Case 707 100.0        Kind of Case 903 100.0 Kiwi of Case 322 100.0 

Motor Tort 130 1B.U Adoption 120 13.3 Bastardy 57 17.7 

Other Tort U2 5.9 
Divorce, Nullity 

Maintenance U98 55.1 Desertion & Non-Support 6 _lii_ 

Confessed Jtidgments 13k 18.9 Foreclosure 113 12.5 Other Criminal 259 80.it 

Other Contract 121 17.2 Other Eauity 172 19.1 

Rn^demnation 3ii ii.8 

Habeas Gorous 29 U-l 

Other Law 217 30.7 

Of the 1*98 Divorce, Nullity and Maintenance cases filed, li29 (86.3$) were filed in Prince George's County, 

Table #3 

•• 



MYT, CRIMINAL AMD EQUITY CASES 

FILED,  TERMINATED AMD FEHDING 
IN THE 

COURTS OF BALTDJORE CITY 

FOR PERICD COVERING SEPTEIfflER 1,   1956 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28,   19g7 

EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT        -20" 

TOTAL-LAW, CRIMINAL 
AND EQUITY COURTS OF 
BALTSiCEE CITY- 

TOTAL - LA?/ COURTS 
Superior 
Common Plea;? 
Baltimore City Ct. 

TOTAL - EQUITY CIS. 
'"'-Circuit Court 
-'Bi-Circuit Court No.2 

..TCTAL - CRIMINAL CT. 

rawnTTin 
Cases 
and 
Appeals 

9}Oh 

hk$9 
ML 
3$L 
1676 

JtlQfii. 
mi. 
2367 

737 

AUGUST 11, 1956 

Cases 

8579 

.381? 
2288 
ML. 

-121L 

JOQS. 
-im. 
1ML 

652 

Appeals 

725 

610 
137 
ilk 

Ji52_ 

o 

.81 

Cases 
and 
Appeals 

10,973 

3971 
2174 
16L 

.1622. 

3251 
J.651. 
2098 

J21LL 

ULEIL 

Cases 

10,070 

JiS6_ 
2100 
.!££_ 
ijoi 

J2£l 
2&SJL 
2098 

Z?52_ 

Appeals 

903 

JdSL 
JZL 

JDL 

has 

-iMMmaim 
Cases 
and 
Appeals 

80ii5 

2617 
JML. 

-130- 
jmiiO_ 

_2Q5Z. 
JLQQii 
JLQSi 

JJIL 

Cases 

7071 

2168 
_132a_ 
J13- 
-652. 

Appeals 

971 

Wi2_ 

PENDING ?m  OF FEBRUARY 
Cases 
and 
Appeals Cases Appe als 

F 
12,232  |llt578 

Ji2- 
JX 

-383- 

2057- 
-1QDU 
-1Q53- 

28M_ 

JL 
.SL 
0 

^25_ 

5813  l 5207 
Jl52_ 
351- 

22M. 

-5BQ6- 
239li 
_3la2_ 

-613- 

2990 
_356. 
JML 

S&QL 
-232L 

SQL 

65k 

606 ! 

_142 

o 

JL_ 

Jjfi. 
':«• September, November and January Terms (September 3, 1956 to March ii, 1957) 

-x- Of the i£5 appeals to the law courts, Zhp were from the People's Court of 
Baltimore City, excluding removals, 175 being other appeals. 

Of the 1*88 appeals to the Criminal Court, 308 were from the Traffic Courts, 
while 180 were other appeals. 

DOMESTIC INFORMATIONS 
CRIMINAL COURT 

Total Filed, during period - _%2 
Open September 1, 1956 - i.- 380 

Stets stricken out - 

Probation vdthout verdict 
 atxi£keiL_Qiit r,...-t—-.-=-.--=:_ 
Motion for New Trial Granted 

-0 
1 

Total 97li 

Disposed of in court—- - - 709- 

Open end of February 265 Table #3 A 
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.rERGEMTAQE DISTRIBUTION TABLE FOR CASES FILED 

IN THE COURTS OF BALTIiiORE CITY 

SEPTEMBER 1,  1956 - FEBRUJiRY 28,  195? 

EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

LAW COURTS EQUITY * CRIMINAL 
SUPERIOR,  COMMON PLEAS, 

BALTIMCHE CITT COURT 
Total 
Cases Percent 

CIRCUIT COURT 
CIRCUIT COURT No. 2 

Total 
Cases Perr.fi rrt 

i   CRDIINiU, COURT OF 
BALTIMORE 

Total 

Kind of Case 3^6 100.0 Kind of Case 3755 100.0 1             Kind of Case 
vases _ 
2759 

rercent 

100.0 

Motor Tort 1100 30,9 Adoption 251 6.7 

1 
f 

Bastardy 230 8.3 

Other Tort 1+21 11.8 
Divorce, Nullity^ 

i                   Maintenence 1829 

 ' 1 

U8.7 Pesertion & Non-Support 32ii 11.7 
Confessed Judgment h90 13.8 Foreclosure 623 16.6 Other Criminal 2205 80.0 

Othfir Contract 1038 29.2 Other 1052 28.0 

flnndpmnat.ion  ..?&  .,    , .8 

i—._ _ 1 

""" 

Habeas Rnrpus , ue 3.3 1 
-Other, LPW  3fiL_ 10.,2 

l——• ,—__ 

* Septesfcer, November and January Terms (September 3, 1956 to March h,  1957) 

Table #3A 



PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION TABLES FOR CASES 

FILED IN THE STATE OF EARYLAM3 

FOR THE PERIOD COVERING SEPTEMBER 1,  1956 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28,  I9g7 # 

-22- 

First to Seventh 
Judicial Circuits, 

(23 Counties) 

Eighth Judicial Circuit 
(Baltimore City) Entire State 

Cases               Percentage Cases               Percentage Cases Percentage 

LAW - TOTAL k808 3556 836h 
Motor Tort 791 16 .k 1100 30.9 1891 ??.6 
Other Tort 278 5.9 li21 11.8 699 fi.li 
Confessed Judgment 1158 2U.1 1x90 13.8 16^8 19.7 
Other Contract 1097 22.8 1038 29.2 213"; 25.5 
Condemnation 380 7.9 28 .R 1,08 l.-O 
Habeas Corpus 123 2.5 118 3.3 ?),1 2.9 

....   Other Law 981 20.1* ., 361 10.2 Ifli? 16.0 

EQUITY - TOTAL 395U 3755 770? 

 Adoption Oil 13.0 ?Ci A.7 765 0-8 
Divorce, Nullity, 

2011 51.0 1829 iiR.7 mo ii9.7 
 Fnrenln.sirrfi hi* 12.0 623 16.6 1006 1J.I,2 

Other 956 2ii.Q 1052 28.,0 ?oon 26,3 

CRIMINAL - TOTAL 1355 2759 anu 
Bastardy 17U 12.8 230 8.3 liOli 9.8 
Desertion & Non-Support 75 5.5 32li •n.fi 399 9.7 
Other Criminal 1106 81.7 2205 79.9 3311 80.5 

•^Appeals not included. 

Table #3B 



B. TRIALS HEID -23- 

In the First Annual Report of the Administrative Office this section contained tables shoeing the average lapse of time 

between institution and trial of a case, and similar studies were included in the Compilation of Statistics covering tiie first 

quarter of the current statistical year. Further consideration of the monthly report of trials submitted to this office by the 

Clerks of Court indicate such time spans or time averages based on the necessarily limited number of trials held during a period 

of three months, or possibly any period of time less than a year, have a tendency in some instances to give a distorted result. 

Consequently, tables showing the lapse of time between institution and trial of a case are not included herein. Hoover, contem- 

plated for subsequent issues of the Annual Report are time span tables applicable to individual counties, in place of the tables 

heretofore published giving such information by Judicial Circuits. 

In Baltimore City, a statistical study covering an 18 month period and involving more than 2700 trials has been com- 

pleted and is commented on herein. Preliminarily it should be explained, as was pointed out in an earlier compilation of statis- 

tics, a Central Assignment Bureau has been created in the Eighth Judicial Circuit by order of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City. 

Headed by a Coamissioner under whose direction cases are assigned for trial, the office has been in operation since March 1, 19#, 

handling, at first, only jury law cases, but more recently the assignment for trial of all cases, exclusive of Criminal, heard by 

the3asrand equity courts in the City. In setting up his trial dockets, the Commissioner transferred to them 3hSS  cases then on 

the jury trial dockets of the three law courts of Baltimore City. Ihen assuming assignment control of all non-jury cases, he added 

from tiie old non-jury law dockets an additional li|65 cases to hi s consolidated dockets. 

At the opening of the September 1955 Term of Court, the bulk of the work to be assigned for trial necessarily was this 

body of older cases. Subsequently, and as soon as the situation permitted, newer cases were intermingled in the daily assignment 

*ith Ihe old. As the newer cases on the trial dockets gain predominance, the time span between institution and trial becomes 



aatertally less.   TtLs is gra^caUy illustrated in a. following chart, based on sports of tte Clerics of Court,  the 

first date indicated, September 1, 1955, being the date this office began operation. 

-2li- 

Jury and Non-Jury Law Cases 

Dates 

First 6 months 
(Sept. 1, 1955-Feb. 28, 1956) 

Second 6 months 
(Mar. 1, 1956-Aug. 31, 1956) 

Third 6 months 
{Sept. 1, 1956-Feb. 28, 1957) 

Percentage of Cases Tried 
which were filed prior 
to September 1. 1955. 

95.0 

59.0 

30.7 

Time Average 
(from date of filing 

to date of Trial) 

18.0 mos 

13«7 mos 

11.9 mos 

The latest report available from the Baltimore City Central Assignment CommisSioner»s departoent reveals that during 

the six month* between June 23, 1956 and January 3, 1957, a total of 1639 cases were removed from his trial dockets, 29.1$ ty trial 

art 55* by settlement. Ifce following figures, gleaned from a more detailed account of trial activities in the City, shows the 

breakdown of the trial docket dispositions. 

Verdicts iho 
Judgments 338 
Settlements 911 
Non-Pros or 
Dismissed 150 

Misc. 100 

During the same period 1814* cases were added to the dockets, or approximately 9* more than were disposed of. 



-25- 

The reports of Criminal trials throughout the State disclose a predilection on the pi rt of an overwheLning nunber of 

defendants to elect to be tried before a Court idthout the aid of a jury Of approximate^ 3300 cases tried in Baltimore City 

during the past six months, 91*2% were non-juryj in the Circuit Courts for the Counties the non-juiy trials comprised 95.3& of 

the total. A similar comparative study of the civil law trials shows a predominance of non-jury hearings, but to a far lesser 

extent than in the Criminal Courts. Over 56$ of the trials (law) in the counties, and 6%  of those heard in the City, were tried 

before a judge without a jury. 

The Administrative Office recently invited the members of the judiciaiy throughout the State to submit their views con- 

cerning vexatious situations arising out of the reporting of cases handled in the Courts and Clerks* offices.  Suggestions, 

recommendations and comments contained in replies by the Judges are being tabulated, and the concensus of opinion resulting from 

them will be utilized in the preparation of a memorandum nhich is contemplated for the guidance of court personnel in making 

reports to this office. 



C. JUVENILE CAUSES 

JDVEMELE CAUSES TILED,   CONCLUDED AND PENDING 
IN 

THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTIES 
AND 

THE  CIRCUIT COURT OF EALTHIORE CITT (JUVENILE DIVISION) 

-26- 

In the following counties Juvenile causes are handled at the trial magistrate levels Allegator, Prince George's, Montgomery and 
Washington. In Garrett County, the trial magistrate has concurrent jurisdiction with the Circuit Court. 
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THE Y7CHK OF THE COURT OF APPEALS -l- 

Ihile the Court of Appeals has completed its entire docket and heard argument in all cases 

scheduled durii^ the October Term of Court 1956, a few opinions have yet to be filed. Hence, it -was 

impossible to canpute with finality the tables usually appearing in this section. In the Second Annual 

Report of the Administrative Office to be published in the Fall, tables and charts with a complete 

breakdown of the work of the Court of Appeals mil be included. Additional tables are anticipated to 

show the work load and cases appealed in relation to the population trends in the state. 

Suffice it to say at this -writing that vdth more cases on its calendar than heretofore, the 

Court heard arguments in 211; of the 2U3 October Term 1956 cases, and in addition heard and disposed 

of four cases advanced from ihe September Tena of Court 195?, making a total of 218 arguments con- 

sidered. The remaining 29 cases in the 1956 term were dismissed or otherwise disposed of by counsel 

prior to hearing. In addition, a large number of applications for leave to file appeals in Habeas 

Corpus cases were ruled on, with opinions Tiritten in the vast majority. 

Computing the average time between docketing of an appeal and final disposition tentatively 

at just over five months, the reputation of the court for promptness is enhanced. The time average 

between docketing a case and the hearing of argument is exactly ii..l months. 

While there were appeals from every circuit throughout the State, hh  percent of the cases 

were appealed from the courts of Baltimore City, and 37 percent from the metropolitan counties of 

Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Montgomery and Prince George's. The subject matter of cases varied greatly, 



-2- 

there being, for example, 2^  criminal matters, 23 contracts, 30 appeals classified as negligence cases, 

and 13 zoning appeals. 

Designations to jurisdictions outside their "home" Circuits were accepted ty several trial 

judges during the past nine months and, under constitutional authority vested in the Chief Judge of the 

Court of Appeals, they were assigned to preside and hear cases in the courts of Circuits other than the 

one of which their own county court was a part. Eight of the trial judges at different times sat with 

the Appellate Court, and wrote lit of that Court1 s majority opinions. The regular members of the Court 

averaged approximatelly 39.9 majority opinions per judge. As to the outcome of appeals decided, more 

than 60 percent were affizmed. 



THE WCRK OF THE TRIAL COURTS 

-3- 

The tables following depict statistically the number of law, equity and criminal cases aid 

appeals filed, tenainated and pending in the State of Maryland, over the period covered by this com- 

pilation. Acccrapanying these are tables showing the percentage distributions as to types of cases, 

•Hith those having to do with contracts far in the  lead on the law side. Divorce and kindred matters 

are in ttie majority among Equity cases. A percentage distribution table on a statewide basis will be 

computed from the Circuit figures and included in the Second Annual Seport. The large mmber of cases 

filed in the heavily populated counties and the city are obvious. 



LAW, GRIillMAL AMD EQDITT CASES 

FILED,  TERUNATiJ) AND PEKDIWB 

IH THE FIRST JUDICIAL GIRGUIT OF MARYLAND 

FOR PERIOD COVERIMS SEPTBJBER 1, 1956 THROUGH MAT 31, 19^7 

FIRST CIRCUIT 

Dorchester County 
Somerset County 
Wicomico County 
Worcester County 

-U- 

TOTAl FIRST CIRCUIT 

DCHCHESTEE COUNTY 
Law 
Eq^ty 
^^"f*"1 

SdlERSET COUNTY 
Law 
£ftti.ty 
Criminal 

TTICCMICO COUKTY 
Law 
Equity 
Criminal 

jrcficgsim somx 
Law 
£qtiii>y  
Criminal 

FEHDIMO, AUG.   31.  19^6 
Cases 
and 
Appeals 

876 

10^ 
37 
57 
11, 

177 
J2L 
JSL 
3L 

322 
99 

81 

272 
97 
M. 
110 

Cases 

691 

_2£- 

221. 
-62. 
^2_ 

255 

27 

198 
95~ 
65. 
JL 

Appeals 

185 

0 

JL 
10 

28 

67 
M. 

5h 

Ik. 
0 

13 

<   Cases 
i   and 
I  Appeals 

FILED 

1606 

297 
77 

ToT 
J1L 

267 
118 
J21 
^L 

638 
237 
2IL 
16k 

M 
205 
3L 

JOS 

Cases    Appeals 

121. 
72 

155" 
JJL 

236 
IH. 
31. 
JS. 

518 
222 
JiL 

59 

J52_ 
202 

10, 

SSL 

JL. 

26 

120 
H. 

0 
105 

Jil 

2L4. 
^ JlL 

Cases 
and 
Appeals 

TERMIJM^. 

226 
82 

.58. 

.86. 

279 
J22- 

JSL 
73 

609 
221 

JLZii. 
212 

iiso. 
j^ 

JZ5- 
15L 

Cases 

.151 
JL 
-51 
JLflL 

.231_ 
12li   , 
jza. 
JL 

ML 
ML 
JJ4. 
JL 

J3S- 
J22_ 
J5- 

Appeals 

Jl_ 

_68_ 

ML 

J55_ 
JX 

138 

-ai 

FEMDIHG END OF MAY 
Cases 
and 
Appe als 

JUd. 
J2 

JtSi. 
M, 

J&. 
J£L 

JSL 
JL15- 
203,, 
JL 

-25d. 
JM. 

M, JL 
JL 
^L 

Cases 

JJL 
^9 
jeL 

JML 
^a. 

J2S. 

203 
JL2_ 

222 
JM. 

_8L 

Appeals 

JL 

JL 
.-L 

0 

J4 

^1. 
JL2._. 

.32_.. 
 11. 
 a.. 
—J2L.. 

-2... 
JL 

32. 

Table #3 



PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION TABU OR CASES  FILED 

IN THE FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF liAIffLAND 

FOR PERIOD COyLRING SEPEIBER 1,   19% THROUGH MY 31,   19$7 

FIRST CIRCUIT 

Dorchester County 
Somerset County 
ITicomico County 
VJorcester County 

.<- 

•3 

*j? 

LA'S? 
Total 
Cases Percent EQUITX 

Total 
Cases Percent CRIIUNAL 

TotaT 
Cases Percent 

Kind of Case 609 100,0 Kind of Case 520 100.0 Kind of Case 177 100.0 

Motor Tort 61i 10.5 Adoption 37 7-1 Bastardy 31* 19.2 

Other Tort 9 1.5 
Divorce, Nullity, 

Liaintenance 26h 50.8 Desertion & Non-Support 3 1.7 

Confessed Judgment 235 38.6 Foreclosure 72 13.8 Other Criminal mo 79.1 

Other Contract 159 26.1 Other ]J47 28.3 

Condemnation 16 2.6 

Habeas Corpus 9 1.5 

Other Law 117 19.2   

Table #3 
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4 

4 

LAVJ,   CRIMINAL AI-1D EQUITY CASES 
FILED,     lEKJIM/JED AI'D FEMIJIHG 

IH THE SECOMB JUDICIAL CinCUI^ OF HAilYLAHD 
FOR PERIOD CWJtlMG SEPTEMBER 1,  1956 THROUGH MY 31,   19$1 

SECOLD CIRCUIT 
Caroline County- 
Cecil County 
Kent County 
Queen Anne's 
Talbot 

-6- 
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PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION TABLE FOR CASES FILED 

IN THE SECOM) JUDICIAL CECUIT OF MARYLAND 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEFTE1IBSR 1, 1956  THROUGH MAT 31, 1907 

SECCMD CIRCUIT 
Caroline County 
Cecil County 
Kent County 
Queen Anne County 
Talbot County 

-7- 

LM 
Total 
Cases Percent EQUITT 

Total 
Cases Percent CRIMINAL 

Total 
Cases Percent 

Kind of Case 625 100.0 Kind of Case 393 100,0 Kind of Case 199 100.0 

Motor Tort 16 7.2 Adoption 58 llt.8 Bastardy 13 6.5 

Other Tort 16 2.6 
Divorce, Nullity, 

Maintenance 181 1*6.0 Desertion & Non-Support 9 14.5 

Confessed Judgments 258 Ul.3 Foreclosure h6 11.7 Other Criminal 177 89.0 

Other Contract 139 22.2 Other Equity 108 27.5 

Condemnation 1? 2.1* 

Habeas Corpus 9 1.U 

Other Law 11*3 22 09 '••,•" "" ITT '! 

Table #3 
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-.:* 

tl 

•^ 

^^li.. .V^Z'RIiL AMD EQUITY CASES 
jTuiS,    ""TERI-IINAIED AliiJ PEimilB 

IN THE TKIKD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT  OF liARYLAOT) 

Z21ZlLi®iiQ!MM^slp-?:5^iiJ-?^^       &fiy 3i* 19^7 

THIPD CIRCUIT 

Baltimore County 
Harford County 

-8- 
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PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTTON T/iLE FOR CASES FILED 

THIKD CIRCUIT 

Baltimore County 
Harford County 

-9- 

IN THE THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF MRYLAND 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SEPTEIIB^R 1,  1956 THROUGH MAI 31,   195? 

LAW 
Total 
Cases percent EQUITY 

Total 
Cases Percent CEHUKAL 

Total 
Cases Percent 

Kind of Case 1318 ,_ 100.0 Kind of Case 1356 100.0 Kind of Case 2|26 100.0 

Motor Tort 3$k 26.9 Adoption 181 13.3 Bastardv ia 9.6 

Other•Tort 65 h.9 
Divorce, Nullity, 

Maintenance 615 U5.U Desertion & Non-Support 69 16.2 

Confessed Judgment 200 15.2 Foreclosure 197 1U»5 Other Criminal 316 7U.2 

Other Contract 129 32.5 Other 363 26.8 

Condemnation 26 2.0 

Habeas Corpus ko 3.0 

Other Law 20h 15.5 

1  • - -  

  

t 
Table #3 



LATr   CRIMINAL AND EQUITY CASES 
FILED,     TERHIMTED AM; PEMDIKG 

IN THE FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ilAKYLAHD 
FOR PERICO COVERIMG SEPTEIlBER 1,   1956 THROUGH iiAY 31,   Igg? 

FOURTH CIRCUIT 

Allecai^r County 
Garrett County 
Yfashington County 

-10- 

! 
PENDING AUGUST 31,1956 ji FILED                ! IviMI MATED 1    PFJFJTWG RMD OP MAY 

uases 
and 
Appeals Cases Appeals 

uases 
and 
Appeals Cases Appeal^ 

Cases 
and 
Appeals Cases Appeals 

j Cases 
!  and 

Appeals Cases Appeals 

TOTAL FOURTH CIRCUIT 610 h99 111 2279 1986 293 200h 1682 

|-_A-*  

32? 88^ 

355 38 
0 

liU 

Law 20? 181 26 1128 IOI49 

_. j 

79 9li2 875 67 393 
Equity 303 303 0 662 662 0 551 551 0 hlh Ulli 

Criminal 100 15 85 U89 275 21ii ,-  511 _256 255 78 3li 

ALLEGANY COUNTY 253 200 53 922 821 101 815 702 113 360 319 la 
Law 76 55 21 U63 li22 Ul hl3 37U 39 126 103 23 
Equity I2i3 11*3 0 305 305 0 236       1 236 0 212    ' 212 0 
Criminal  Ik 2 32 151; 9ii 60 ,_ IM 22_ ?li ??. >! 18 

GARRETT COUffiY 100 87 13 32? 292 37 250 221 29 179 •Kfi 21 

Law 37 3k 3 178 172 6 105 102 3 no lOk A 

Equity h.2 12 0 82 82 0 9h 9), 0 30 30 Q 

Criminal 21 11 10 69 38 31 51 25 26 39 2U 
to  ^ 

WASHIKGTON COOMI 257 212 16 1028 873 155 ?39 759 180 j   31l6 326 20 

Law 9li 92 2 h87 U55 32 li2ti 399 25 i      157 II18 9 

Eauity 118 118 0 275 275 0 221 221 0 i      172 172 0 

Criminal k$ 2 1+3 266 1113 123   j 29U 139 155 17 6 11   . 

Table  #3 



PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIOK TABLE FOR CASES FILED 

BT THE FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF MARYLAND 

FOR PERIOD COVERING SBPTEJUER 1, 1956 THROUGH MAY 31, 1957 

FOURTH CIRCUIT 

Allegany County- 
Garret t County- 
Washington County 

-11- 

LAW 
Total 
Cases Percent EQUITY 

Total 
Cases Percent CRIMML 

Total 
Cases Percent 

101*9 100.0 662 100.0 275 100.0 

Motor Tort 213 

|  

20.3 Adoption  81_ 

395 

12.2 Bastardy 1*6 16.7 

Other Tort 121* 11.8 
Divorce, Nullity, 

Llaintenance 59-7 Desertion & Non-Support 3 1.1 

Confessed Judgment 225 21.U Foreclosure 29 h.h Other Criminal 226 82.2 

Other Contract 1U 1.3 Other 157 23.7 

Condemnation 196 18.7 

Habeas Corpus 22 2.1 

Other Law 255 2U.li 

Table #3 



LAT    CRIHIML AE5 EQUITY GAELS 

FILED,     TERMINATED AHT) PEI'IDIMQ 

IU THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT GF I-iARYLAI-ID 

FOR PERIOD COUERI1JG SEPTEfflER 1,   1956 THROUGH ii/il 31,   19?? 

-12- 

FIFTH CIRCUIT 

Anne Arundel County 
Carroll County 
Howard County 

PEWDTMfi AtirTlIST 31,19% FILED'                  | 7 SRLilNATED               ; FENDIN j SI©  OF MI 
Cases 
and 
Appeals Cases Appeals 

Cases      ; 

and 
Appeals Cases Appealsi 

Cases        , 
and 
Appeals Cases Appeals 

Cases 
and 
Appeals . Cases Appeals... 

TOTAL FIFTH CIRCUIT 1208 

.. — 

1126 82 2731 2595 136 2328 2178 150  .16.11  I51i3 . .., __6e_.-. 
Lav/ 177 U5l 26 1U65 11138 2jL_ 1226 K.01.... 2^ 716 688 . 2a-... 
Equity 5Uo ?Uo 0 8U1 81a 0 619 619 0 762 762  -^  

ko Criminal 191 135 56 1125 316 109 U83 358 125 133 93__j 

ANNE ARUMDEL COUNTY 871* 837 37 1718 1653 65 111 06 .13U7 59 1186 ,,1113., _Ja.- 
Law 3h2 327 15 799 779 20 1     653 6u0 13 urn h6(> 22 

Equity li3U U3U 0 655 655 0 j     LOO USO 0 609 609 0 

Criminal 98 

192 

76 

162 

22 26U 219 li5 [      273 227 1x6   82.-^  6e_J 21 

CARROLL COUNTY 30 608 577 _31_ 507 .. )]57   . 50 293 282  11.. _ 

Law 109 99 10 U58 h52 6 382 .. 371  11 185 180 

Equity 52 52 0 98 98 0 u • &  51 0 99 l     9? 0 

Criminal 31 11 20 52 27 25 Ik  25 39 9 *i 6 

HCHARD couurr 1U2 127 15 i;05 365 Uo m J2k__ 111 132 i__lliL• 

1 .... Law 26 25 l 208 20? 1 191 190 1 |       k3 ;  l»?~.- 

Equity tk 5ii 0 88 88 0    I       88 .    88 0 \      5)i :   5i! , Q_ 

Criminal 

 C-^l 1 =—•—— 

62   !    U8 It !      109 70 )? _ !„    136 96 1x0 \       35 2? '     13 

Table #3 



;4 
FERCEMTAGE DISTRIBUTinN TABLE FOR CASKS FILED 

IK THE FIFTH JUDICTAL CIHCUIT  OF i-'JUYLAHD 

FOR FERICD COVEHIIlG SEFTEivIBER 1,   19g6  THROUGH IM 31,   19g7 

-13- 

FIFTH CIRCUIT 

imne Arundel County 
Carroll County 
Howard County 

LAW 
Total 
Cases Percent EQUITT 

Totel 
Cases isrcfint- CPIWTWAT, 

Total 
Cases 

,._316„ 

3li 

^PejELQent 

100.0 

10.8 

Kind of Case 1U38 100.0 Kind of Case 8U1 100.0 Kind of Case 

Motor Tort 155 10.8 Adoption 97 11.5 Bastardy 

Other Tort 101 7.0 
Divorce, Nullity, 

Maintenance 386 h5.9 Desertion & Non-Support 19 6.0 

Confessed Judgment 369 25-7 Foreclosure 1U9 17.7 Other Criminal 263 83.2 

Other Contract 1*01 27.9 Other 209 2U.9 

Condemnation 182 12.6   

Habeas Corpus 35 2J; 

Other Law 195 13.6 

Table #3 
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it 

I      .1 

FILiaV'T-JRIilNAfiSI' Al©_F3DIip 
IH THE SIXTH JITJICIJ'L cinCUIT'CF VlAKYLAm 

FCR PERIOD COVERIMG SERCEliBER l/ 19^6 TIHOUGH I.i/iY 31, _19|7 

SIXTH cnnuiT 
Fi-ederick County 
Montgomery County 

-lii- 

•EEKBiag AUQUST 31, 3-9^64- Ti^milNATED •i    PEMDIKG ?.I!D OF tlfil 
Cases     I . 
and j i 
Appeals i Cases 

Cases 
and 

Appeals   | Appeals j Cases 

|; CaseE 
!; ana 

•: Cases 
I and 

Appeals j Appeals   j   CasSiL+.&gBals+J&EBfiala Q&ws. J_ Appeals. 

Table #3 
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i 

| 

jl 

JLM. 

Kind of Case 

Motor Tort 

Other Tort 

Confessed Judgment 

Other Contract 

Condemnation 

•Habeas Corptts 

Other Latf 

SIXTH CIRCUIT 
Frederick County 
Llontgomery County 

-15- 

PSuCEMTAGB DISTRIBUTION TABLE ?'Il CASES FILED 

JM THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT_0F IARYLAKD 

FCTl__PERICO C0V5RING SEPTEI-iEER 1,   1956 THROUGH ••AY 31,   1957 

i Total  , 
Cases j_ Percent 

nau 

I81t 

108 

J1L 

hiS 

Ji2_ 

23 

318 

100.0 

13.1 

7.7 

22.1 

29.14 

_!*£ 
JLJ. 

22.5 

EQUITY 

Kind of Case 

Adoption 

Divorce, Nullity, 
Maintenance 

Foreclosure 

Other 

Total j 
Cases  I Percent 

1086 

ilq 

533 

108 

301; 

100.0 

13 .1 

l4?.l 

-2*2. 

27.9 

CRIIvIIMAL 
j Total 
Cases 

Kind of Case 

Bastardy 

Desertion & Non-Support 

-Other CriminaL 

225 

.JPercentj 

100.0 i 

22 .SbS. 

J_ _?Qj -^2D.2 

Table  #3 



LAIT,   CRIMINAL AID EQUITY CASES 

FILED,     lERiJINAlED MD PEiffililG 

IN THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF IlAITiLAffl) 

FOR PERIOD COVERIMG SEPTEMBER 1,   19g6 mROUGH MY 31,   1957 

-16- 

SSVEHTH CIRCUIT 
Calverb Cotmty 
Charles County 
Prince Georges County 
St. Marys County 

PENDING AUGUST 31. 1956 1                    FITJff)                     i TERMINAIED PENDING END OF MAY 

Appeals 

Cases 
and 
Appeals Cases Appeals 

Cases 
and 

!Appeals Cases 

f 

1 

Appeals i 

Cases 
and 
Appeals Cases Appeals 

Cases 
and 
Appeals Cases 

TOTAL SEVENTH CIRCITO 2279 am.• 505 ! W       bl36 913 3112 2260 852 3216 2650 566 
Law 888 753 135 !  1396 1229 k- 167"! '     81i2 662     ' 180 1),},? 1320 122 

0 

9 

Jk^uity 870 870 0 i  1357 1557~1 0 1056 1056 0 1171 1171 
Criminal 521 151 370 1  1296 550 7U6 121k 5142 672 603 

116 107 ; CALVERT COUNTY 3Ji8 Ih 7h 

f 

279 152 127 311 119 192 

Jm 67 30 37 12k 75 Ii9 135 h9 86 56 56 0 
Equity 39 39 0 37 37 0 37 37 0 39 39 0 

9 Criminal 142 5 37 118 hO 78 139 33 106 21 22 

CHARLES COUNTY 116 126 20 318 297 21 283 255 28 181 168 33 
Law to ii2 fl 1.19 •nil •J m 10)| 7 E;R 52 

86 
 $_ 

0 Equity 56 56 0 7$ 75 0 ii5 liS 0 86 
Criminal llD 28 12 12U 108 16 127 106    ' 21 37 30__J 1. 

PRINCE GECRGE»S COUIff} :   1775 1391 38k |  3087 21x08 679 2306 1730 576 2556 2069 hfa 
LEW 682 601 31 10U6 938 108 5514 U67 87 117k TL072 102 
Equity 691 691 0 !   1120 1120 0 905 905 0 906 906 0 
CriMnal li02 99 '     303 i    921 350 571 Ski ^158"^ M3?   . kie 91 ^385 

ST. MARY'S C0DNT3C 210 183 27 

j .   . 

|    365 279 86 212 156 56 363 306 57 
Law 89 80 9 i     107 102 5 2i2 ii2 0 15). iho ih 
Equity 8U Qh 0 i     125 125 o 6? 69 0 1U> 1U0 0 
CriKiinal 37 1% 18 i;    X33 _52.„ 101 •J*?  tt 69 26 LUL.-. 
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PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION TADLE FOR CA£ES__FILED 

II! THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF JIAnYLAHD 

FOR PERIOD COVBRIHG SEPTEiiBER 1,   1956 THROUGH iiAT 31,   195? 

-17- 

SEVEHTH CIRCUIT 

Calvert County 
Charles County 
Prince George's County 
St. Mary's County 

  

MIT 
Total 
Cases 

1229 

Percent EQUITY 
Total 
Cases Percent CRIMINAL 

Total 
Cases Percenl 

Kind of Case 100.0 Kind of Case 1357 100.0 
1 
j     Kind of Case 550 100.0 

Motor Tort 197 16.0 Adoption 172 12.7  Bastardy 97 , 17.6 

Other Tort 72 

192 

5-7 

; 
! Divorce, Nullity 
!         Maintenance 733 _ 5U.o ; Desertion & Non-Support 8 1-5 

Confessed Judgments 1$-$ Foreclosure 177 13.0 ' Other Criminal U6 80.9 

Other Contract 156 12.6 Other Equity 275 20.3 

Condemnation ho Ii.0 

Habeas Corpus  IJL k.k ' 
—-— 

Other Law- 528 hl-B 
j       '         ' 



Li^T,   CRIHIHAL AND EQU-TTY CASES 

FILED,     TERI.IINATED AW _PE;2MG 

IN THE 
COURTS OF BALTIUORE CITY. 

FOR PERICB COVERING SEPHaiBER 1,   1956 THROUGH MAX 31,   1957 

EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT -18- 

** September,   November,   Januaiy and March Terms (September 3,   1956 to Way 6,   1957) 

* Of the 655 appeals to the law courts,   35U were from the People's Court of 
Baltimore City,  excluding removals,  301 being other appeals. 

Of the 13h appeals to the Criminal Court,  hh9 were from the Traffic Courts, 
while 285 were other appeals. 

DCftESTIC  IMF0PJ.IATI0NS 
CRriJlMAL COURT 

Total Filed during period _-___867 

Open September 1.  1956    - - 
Stets  stricken out    - - - -    U2 

Mctionfor Ifcvr Trial Granted _ 1 
Total - - - -1290 

Disposed of in court - -.. -1189 
!jQpeii_en!i_Q£Jia3L. 

Table #3A 



PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION TABLE FCR CASES FILET 

IN THE COURTS  OF BALTLiCRE CITI 

BEPTEIJEER 1,   1956 - HAY 31,  1957 

19- 

EIGHTK JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

LAVT COURTS EQUITY CRIMINAL 

' SUPERIOR,  COiEION PLEAS,  ' Total    ; 
EALTIIiCRE CITY COURT      I Cases    I Percent 

CIRCUIT COURT 
CIRCUIT COURT Ho. 

Total   ; 
Caches   .Pcrcont 

CRIMINAL COURT OF 
EALTHIQRE 

Total 
Cases Percent! 

Kind of Case \$m 100.0 Kind of Case 51U3 100.0 

Motor Tort 

Other Tort 

1688 

jSk2_ 

31.0   I Adoption 361 2sQ_ 

Divorce,  Nullity, 
IX,9   I Maintenance 1^2 h9.6 

Kind of Case 

Bastardy 

Desertion L Non-Surmort 

ii296 

3U3 

ML 

1.00 .0 

8.0 

10.6 

Confessed Judgment 736 13»6   | Foreclosure 825 16.1 Other Criminal Jim. _...&! ...U. 

Other Contract 1591 

Conderanation Ji9 

.22s2„ 8 Other 

 .9 

2hol. 2.1,1. 

Habeas Corpus I 178 _li2^ 
•t- 

Other Law ^L 10.2 

-::- September, November, January and March Terms (September 3, 1956 to Hay 6^ 1957) 

Table #3A 



TRIALS mm 

-20- 

Statistical tables of trials held and time span averages between the filing of cases and 

their final disposition are being compiled from the monthly reports received from the clerks' offices. 

This information, trith comparative figures of jury and non-jury law and criminal cases, is to be com- 

puted and reported on a tvrelve month basis to guard against any distortion which might be caused by a 

few cases heard over a limited period. 



JUVENILE CAUSES FILED,   CONCLUDED MID PENDING 
III 

THE CIRCUIT COURTS FOR THE COUNTIES 
AND 

THE CIRCUIT COURT OF B/iLTi:QRS CITY     (JUVENILE DIVISION) 

-21- 

Pending 

August 31, 1956 

Baltimore City- 
Anne Arundel Coun4-rg._ 
Baltimore County 

CalvRrt, Hounty 

utrity- 
narroll Oounty 
Cecil CounfcsL. 

Total 

2LL 
26 

2U2 

Delin- 
quency 

322_ 
22, 

h k. 

Charles County 
Dorchester County 
Frederick County. 
fiarrett County.- 
Harford County 
Hovrard Count:/ 
Kent County 
Queen Anne's County 
St, Mary's County- 
Somerset Cpuftty- 
Talbot County 

JS. 
12 

JL 

22 

J52. 

Depend4 
ant 

& 
Negl'd 

Petitions Filed 
September 1,   19% to 

Mar 31.   1957 

160  I    kl 

60 

JU. 

Adult 

_3Q- 
SL 

Total. 
3722 

0 

_Q_ 

.IVicomicQ County 
.Worcester Connty, 

JLI 

M 

o 

jsa 
1123. 

Delin- 
quency 

' Depend- 
ant 

& 
Negl'd '/idult 

1310^ 
joa. 
ML 

3L 
JiL 
^ 
Ji6. 

JL 

 0 

_Q_ 

U5 

_E1. 
22 
^_ 

llk7 
JL 
^k 

JL2. 

-30- 
-23. 

13. 
jLa 

JM. 
.22. 
.21 
112 
ja 
3^ 
-6a 
2£L 

SZL 

JJL 
JiL 

23L 
_1Q- 
la. 

Concluded 
September 1,  1956 to 

May 31.  1957 

Total 
Delin- 
quency 

J650. 
_3Sr. 

JL 
22- 

JX 
-32- 

.60. 

.11 
-52- 
iiO. 

^L 
_£_ 

35- 

JO. 
^1. 
-50 
ML 
M. 

JZ. 

JSL 
JA. 

_Q_ 

39 
-2li 

Depend- 
ant 

& 
Keel'd 

13ZL 
305- 

-Si^. 
JL2- 

66. 

1060 
Jl 

Ad tat 

Pending 

May 31, 1957 

Total 

_21.3_ 

223. 

.ZL 

28 
33 
J^ 

JtS_ 

JJO- 
JSL 
ax 

JIM. 
23- 
3L 
JJL. 
_52- 

lO. 

_56_ 
jn. 
32- 

-22. 
2h. 
M. 

 2- 
 Z- 
-L 

11 
LL 

_Q_ 

_a6. 

^kl 
^S. 

Delin- 
quency 

336- 

JL25- 

2k. 
1H 
13 

.2I_ 
JL2S- 

Depend-' 
arrt 
& 

Negl'd 

2li7 

Adult 

iO. 

-XL 
JL2- 

30. 
-62- 

JIL 

-£0 
^O. JJB- 

19 

-12. 

JL 

_CL 
0 

22. 
SL 
XL 

2L. 

22- 

JX 

_Q_ 

SL. 

XL 

2k 

X 

32- 

_2Q. 

i_-Q_ 

Jl_ 
_Q- 
-0. 

.JL_ 

In the following counties Juvenile causes are handled at the trial magistrate level: Allegany, Prince George's, Montgomery and 
Washington. In Garrett County, the trial magistrate has had concurrent jurisdiction with the Circuit Court, but under 
Chapter 50 of the Acts of 1957, effective June 1, 1957, the Circuit Court uili have exclusive jurisdiction. 


